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IN A 
Two-fold Apology for the Churchand People of God, 
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Wherein 
They are vindicated from thoſe that accuſe them of 
Diſorder and Confufion on the one Hand, and from ſuch as 


calumniate them with Ty and Impoſition on the other: 
hewing, That as the true and pure Principles of the Goſpel 


Shows 
aro rflored by their Tefimony: ſo is alſo the Ancient 

Apoſtolick of the Church of Chriſt re-eſtabliſhed among * 
them, and ſettled upon its Right Bafis and Foundation. | 
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TO THE 
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E k. 


8a the Malięnity Ma Nature in bis 


Cop Bray got Arey he ge 
in the ſiraight and even Path of Truth, that at every 
Turn be us * 5 lean either to the right 
Hand or io the le ea, fuch as by the Work of 
God's Grace in p . and powerful Opera- 
* 
e's are daily moleſted, and ſet upon on all Hand:; 

to draw them the one Way, ſome the 
rat = i tbe: Power of - Golf they be 
kept fail & ſtable, then are they calummated 
en both, Sides, each likening or comparing them to 
the worſt of their Enemies. 
Thoſe that are acquainted with the Hol ger 
tures, . may obſerve ibis to be the Lot of the Saints 


8 all Ages; but eſpecially theſe, whoſe Place it hath 


and reſtore the Ruins of the Houſe 
, £9 when decayed, or any conſiderable Time 
* liable 10 . 2 Hence thoſe thai 

Repai the W. eruſalem, were 
neceſſuated to = * the one Hin, and defend 
with the other. 

Chriſt is accuſed of the Jews as 4 Samaritan 
end by the Samaritans quarrelled for being a Jew. 
The Apeſile Paul is whipped and imprjond by th 

es, 


been . to 
5 


faithful Witneſſes and Mef- 


er, wem Gad bas raiſed up in this Day tg wi 

2 Truth, which here +4. cies 5 

fare bid; but now is again revealal, and many broug 

10 be Witneſſes of it, who thereby are come to walk in 

the Light of the Lord, * - 

This People 2 

Trialy, that wfually accmpany ib Church of 

e 


raflerizing them in ſuch Terms, as they bade judged 
would prove moſ} to ther Diſadvantage. HI 
whence, as the Teſtimamy of the falſe Wimeſſes aga 

to be fooliſh, mad C a 


John Owen charges us with ſo much ce, that tho 
he writes againft usin Latin, he fears we underſtand ix. 
| as Danſon, about the ſame Time, accuſm us of be 
its, ſent from Abroad under this Vizzard. 


67 Low and he Proc 
—— 


T. Prefate w the Read 
ue it is, the have faboured 10 u theo 
S for the Truth, 
bas Fm bh a ge 
both _ be, ory the Work of 
an Apoſtacy, to keep Tee hat of certain — 
that . ſhelter other Evils. Thus 
the — of Ge 
vindicate their ** and to 
And bow much Chriſtians abuſe the 
and the Traditions If the Apoſtles, to upbeld Things 
— ly my will in or general be readily . 
— 2 tbere by teno Things 
2 r 
e K 
the The one u, 
rr 1 
e 
H Por ET — A r 
"The vs, — bo 3 
n 
Ds » in the Primitive Church 


is the jame End e tg 


— 
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may, and in ther 


ar in a good Harmony very well con 
by the Wor kings Ten ant and Perver, 
of Mon, tey re mates Jet ogan 2 
on the one thority and 


Purer, that reſided in The A Bles, 7 


ed and mla to an Or dination and Succeſſi- 


en of Teachers, is mad Uſe 
Manner of Abuſes, even the Height 
ucceſſion, theſe 


Superſtition. For — 5 == _ 


Mia The 
IN b be 9 10 * imoard yu 


of to cloak and cover all 
Idolatry and 


governingof his Church; by — 


II. 


or Maniſeſtation of the Spirit in their Hearts, will 
needs oblige all others to acquicſte and agree Io their. 
Concluſions, however different from, or contrary to the 
Truths of the Goſpel; and yet for any to call ſueb 
Concluſions in Queſt ion, or examine them, is no leſs 
than a bainous Hereſy, deſerving Death, &c. Or 
while the Revelation of God's Mind | is wholly bound up 
to theſe Things alread ; delivered in the ee, as 
if God bad 52 bis laſt Words there to bis People *, 
we are put with our own natural Underſtandings to de- 
bate about the Meanings of it, and forced to mierpret 
them not as they plainly ſpeak, but according to the Ana- 
logy of a certain Faub made by Men, not ſo much con- 
irrved to a the Scriptures, as the Scriptures are 
Arained to vindicale ii: Which to doubt of is alſo counted 


* Herejy, deſerving 10 leſs than Ejeftion out of our Na: 


live Country, and io by robbed of the common Aid our 
Nattvity entulles us to. Ang on this Hand, we _ 
| boldly fa, both Papiſts and coreGants bave 
; ; one a 
| 8 —— other Hand, fome are fo gr cat Pretenders te 
| — Motions and Revelations 77 the Spirit, that 
there are no Extravagances ſo wild, which they will 
not Joak with it ; and jo much are they for every one's 
following their own Mind, as can admit of no . 
tian Hale and Community, nor of that 
| Order and Diſcipline, which Ue Church of au briſt 
| never was, non neuer can be, without, This gives an 
"Sp open Door to all Libertini, and brings great Re- 
| proach 1e the Chriſtian Fab. And on this Hand bave 
| foully fallen the German Anabaptiſts, /o called, John 
' | of Leyden Knipperdolling, in caſe tbeſe mon- 
| ſtrous Things commilled by them be fuch as they are re- 
| lated, and ſome more moderate of that Kind bave been 
found among the People in. Englapd, called Ranters z 
4 I | = 


; | d WW TS R — CER. 


So faith lane Durham, 9 Man among the Preſto- 
terians, in his ON upon the Revelations, 


* 0 — 3 „ . „ WA. 
The Preface to the Reader, © 
* 


8s it is true, the People called Quakers bave_been 
branded with both of theſe Extreams-: It is as true; 
it bath been, and is their Work to avoid them ; and to 
be found in that even and yood Path of the Primitive 
_— where all were, no doubt, led and afted zy) 


. the Holy Spirit ; and might all have fied, one 
one ; and yet there was a . the Prophets, 
to the Spirits of the Prophets. There was an Autborit 


bad in 2 Church, an it was for Edification 
2 not for ba was 4 Obedience 
the Lord 2 45 — over; and a — 
by ſuch, and yet a knowing of the Inward 
— — led into all Truth, 
The Work and Teſtimony the Lord bath given us m, to 
reſtore this again, and to ſet both theſe in their right 
Place, without rouſing A OR To eo 
manifeſt how this is acc accompliſhing 8 
5 us, is the Buſineſs of this Treatiſe ; which, I | 


Satisfattion to Men or 
rr Sb 


may e of the Lord, to 
confirm and — thr preſent Oppo- 
* which is mainly — W 
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2: 


The 17th of the 8th 


Robert Barclay. 
Month, 1674. eget: 


x. | * THE 
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co Nr ENTS 


| Seftion L H E Intreduion ond Method this 
| T. . 


Section II. Concerning the Ground and Cauſe of this 
Controverſy. 


Seftion III. Whether there be any Order * N 
ment in the Church of Chriſt 


_ Of the Order ond Gevernnent we pd 


Seftion V. in what Cafes, ans bow far, us Grew 
ment extends. 


Section VI. How far this Government ads 
Matters Spi and purely Conſcientious. 


Seftion YII. Concerning the Power of Deciſion. 


Section VIII. — e 


the 


4. 


The Concluſion. 


THE 


OF THE 


*'RVANTELES au 


r 
The Introduftion and Method of this Treatiſe. 
\ FTER that the Lord God in his ov 


inted Time had ſeen 
jon of the Law, which 


2: The Anarchy of the Ranters, Ne. Seck. 1. 


ſurance of the pouring forth of his Spirit, by which 
they were to be led and ordered in all Things; in 
and by which he was to be with them to the End 
of the World, not ſuffering the Gates of Hell to 
prevail againſt them. By which Spirit come up- 
on them, they being filled, were emboldened to. 
=_ the Goſpel without Fear; and in a ſhort 
ime Thouſands were added to the Church; and 
the Multicude of them that believed were of one 
Heart, and of one Soul, and great Love and Zeal 
prevailed, and there was nothing lacking for a 
Seaſon, 
The divers But all- that were caught in the Net, did not 
Sortsof prove good and wholeſom Fiſh ; ſome were again 
werd called o be caſt into that Ocean from whence they were 
he Apo drawn: Of thoſe many that were called, all 
proved not choſen Veſſels fit tor the Maſtcr's Uſe ; 
and of all that were brought into the great Sup- 
per, and Marriage of the King's Son, t were 
that were found without the Wedding-Garment. ' 
Some made a Shew tor a Seafon, and afterwards 
fell away; there were that drew back ; there 
were that made Shipwrack of Faith, and of a 
good Conſcience. There were not only ſuch as 
did back ſlide themſelves, but ſought to draw 
others into the fame Perdition with themſclves, 
ſeeking. to overturn their Faith alſo: Yea, there 
were that brought in damnable Hereſies, even 
denying the Lord that bought them. And alſo 
of thoſe Members that became not wholly corrupt, 
(tor ſome were never again reſtored by Repent- 
ance :) There were that were weak, and ſickly, 
and young; lome were to be fed with Milk, and 
not with ſtrong Meat; ſome were to be purged, 
when the old Leaven received any Place; and 
ſome to be cut off tor a Seaſon, to be ſhut out, as 
it were, of the Camp for a Time, until their Le- 
pra were healed, and then to be received in 


again. 


Moreover 


Its 


| all their 

preſerving all Things 
in their right Station, did nfation and 
wary — yl = holy Spirit miniſter unto 
every Member a ure Spirit, 
divers, according to Operation, for the Edifcation 
of the Body, ſome Apoſtles, ſome Teachers, ſome 
Paſtors, ſome Elders: There are old Men, there 
are young Men, there are Babes, For all are 
not Apoſtles, neither are all Elders, neither are 

Members : ſuch, 


ES 
ff 


Body, 
the Skirts of his Garment, And every Mem 
its Place and Station in the Body, fo long as it 
in the Lite of the Body; and all have need one 
another : Yet isno Member to aſſume another Place 
in the Body, than God has given it; nor yet to 
grudge or repine its Fellow-Member's Place; but 
to be content with its own: For the uncomely 
Parts are no lefs neediul than the comely; and the 
leſs honourable than the more honourable ; which 
the Apoſtle Paul holds forth in 1 Cor. xii. from 


Verſe 13, to 30. 


E 


2 


Now the Ground of all Schiſms, Diviſions or The 


Rents in the Body is, whenas any Member aſſumes 
another Place than is allotted it; or being 
from the Lite and Unity of the Body, and 


ing the Senſe of it, lets in the Murmurer, the Eye 
that watches for Evil, and not in holy Care over 
its Fellow-Members: And then, inſtead of com- 
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dec n ee ee * 


neſſes, who felt the Enemy E al 
ii in the Forms, — ar Wo 
fooliſh jo wrath gt or We? But = 


t. 


they believed os 
Now the Boldneſs and Courage, and 
theſe Meſſengers Teſtimony wrought ſuch Aſto- 
niſhment,. Fear and Amazement in the Hearts of 
| ſuch as were ingenuous, that many to be 
inwardly pricked, as in the Days'of © and the 
Foundations of many began to be ſhak 
ſome that were aſleep, were welter a 


= Tengen 


and Formality, ien Soperſtto, an | 
all Sorts, were alarmed z and many were brought 
in ſrom the Hedges and the High-ways, and the 


Truth was received T with great 
Cheertulneſs and a Readineſs of Mind. And 


Rn 


SHR 


TT 


E 1151 
n 


Bi 


1155 


which God had placed ihem in 3 but became vainly — - 

uti in their fleſhly Minds, iatrading into 
D 
ven to change, 
introducing rew DoR&rines cad. Practices, not 
differing, but cuntrary to what was already 


* 
deſpiſimg, and reviling the Apoſtles 
of Chriſt, the Elders of the Church, 
not their Lives unto Death, but 3 
Care and Travel, and Watchings, and Whi 
and Bonds. and Beat! in dai 
ed us by the mighty 
recious Truth. Yet in all this 
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prevailed in the Apoſtacy ; fo he 
us to by As Sheep /catiered withowl 
every one may run his own Way, and ever 
ollow his own Will, and ſo to be as 
is or Claos without any Order z but 
the Lord, bath alſo gathered and is gathering us. in- 
to the good Order, Diſcipline, and Government of 
his own San the Lord Jeſus Chrift : Therefore he 


1111 
ak 


give Account, "1 | : 

| Thews 134 Fathers. — ha ve 

unto Chriſt Jcſus through the Goſpel | 

we ought to be Followers, and. to remember thei Church, 

Ways which be in Chriſt. There ate then Fa- . 1. 
| ol -£ chers *** 7 


The Abarchy of the Renters, Ke. 868. M. 


ters and Children, Inſtructors and Inſtructed, 
Elders and Young Men, yea, and Babes; there 
are that cannot ceaſe, but nog aging = 
reprove, condemn, judge; or or 
| gave Chriſt the Gitts mentioned E iv. 11, 12? 
And how are the Saints per fected, and the Body of 
Chriſt edified of thoſe, who came” under the Cogni- 
Zance, and as it were, the Teſt of this Order and 
99” I may chiefly ſum them up in three 
Sorts, though there be divers others little ſub-divided 
Species of them, 
1Prophans The firſt is, Thoſe. that turn openly back to 
the World again, through finding the Way of Truth 
ng Apo- 
fates, too narrow. Theſe have not been capable to do 
us any conſiderable Hurt z for being as Salt, that 
has loſt its Savour, they moſtly prove a Stink a 
meng thoſe, to whom they go: And I never knew 
any of them, that any ways ſteadable to 
thoſe, to whom they go. I find other Proteſſors 
make but ſmall Boaſt of any Proſelytes they got 
out from among us; I hear little of their proving 
Champions for the Principles of others againſt us. 
And — for the moſt Part, they loſe all Re- 
1800 with the Truth: For I have heard ſome 
them ſay ; That it ever they took on them to be 


religious, they. would come back again to the . b 


ters, &c. 
2 Unwary | Secondly, Thoſe who through — 
— the ſecret Corruption of their own Hearts, and the 
* myſterious or hidden Temptations of the Enemy, 
have fallen into his Snares; and ſo have come under 
the Power of ſome Temptation or other, either 
of fleſhly Luſts, wh of ſpiritual' Wickedneſs : Who 
being ſeaſonabl by thoſe that keep their 
" Habitation, a faithful — in the — 
have been again reſtored by unfeigned Repentance: 
Not kicking againſt the Pricks but hone ol rejoiced, 
chat others watched over them for theit Good ; a_ 


13 LE 
are nen uito this | 7 


Day. | 
- Thirdly, Such, who d from chr ——_ 
firſt Love and ancient Zeal for the Truth, become Paravian, 
cold and lukewarm ; and yet are aſhamed to make wow Open 
Tes Free Trot, they ork ketaleny 
all ru having ge 
fach Evideno? of Cline open thei Underſtand: Th 
ing: Yet not keeping low in their own Habi | 
but being puffed up, and giving way to the reſt] 
Imaginations of their exalted and wondering Minds, 
fall out with their Brethren ; cauſe Diviſions 


res oi not 
—1 rr ti gave the a 1 pooled Þ 

me to 1 ropoſed in 
fond a 


21 


—ͤ — — v4 —__ 


— 
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Whether there be now to le any Order or 'Go- 
* "rant Js the Charch of Chrift, \ 


N Anſwer to this tion I meddle not at 
this Time with thoſe, that deny any ſuch Thing, 
5. Church of Clts I have reſeryed their Plea to 
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e, tes, th baft gained hd. 

„ Verſe 10. Rut if be will not begy thee, ** Form . 
th thee one of tb0 more, feds» 
Nn or three Wikneſfts, very Word may be off 


he 
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The Anarchy of the Ranters; &c.- Sect. fmt. 


ed. Verſe 17. And if be ſhall negle to bear them, tell, 
it unto the Church: But if be negleft to bear the. 
Church, let bim be unto thee as an hen-man, and 
4 Publican. Verſe 18. Yerily, I ay 
foever ye Pall bind on Earth, Hall be bound in Hea- 


den; and whatſoever ye ſhall looſe on Earth, ſhall be 


N 
to d une v 
for gran 
were Milſtone 

-- | were drowned in 


28 


looſed in Heaven. From which Scripture it doch 
* manifeſtly and evidently follow, Firſt, That Jeſus 


Chriſt intended, there ſhould be a certain Order and 
Method in his Church, in the Procedure towards 
ſuch as tranſgreſs. Secondly, That he that refuſeth 
to hear two, is become more guilty, as hardened,, 
than in refuſing to hear him, that firſt reproved alone. 
Thirdly, That 9 * hear the Judgment. of the 
Church, or whole Aſſembly, he doth thereby ex- 
clude himſelf, and ſhut out himſelf from being a 
Member ; and is juſtly judged by his Brethren, as a 
Heathen and a Publican. 7 5 * 
And laſtly, That the Church, Gathering, or 
Aſſembly of God's People has Power to examine 
and call to an Account ſuch, as a ing. to be 
among then, or owning the ſame Faith with * | 
to hear, 
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aver to be manifeſt from the Scri 
and to be in itſelf an 


dag Shot but this, I fay, is 


16 * "The Anarthy of the Ranters, Ke. Set 
Jeſus Chriſt intended there ſhould be Order and 
Government in his Church ; which is the Thing ar 

tin Hand to be proved: Which if it be fo 
really true, as it cannot be denied, then I hope, it 
will alſo neceſſarily follow, that ſuch, who really 
and truly are the Church of Chriſt, have Right to 
exerciſe this Order and Government. | 

Reaſon ll. Secondly, That the Apoſtles and primitive Chriſ- 
tians did practiſe Order and Government, we need 

Church Or but to read the Hiſtory of the As, of which I ſhall 

05" £13 mention a few pregnant and undeniable Teſtimonies, 

Apefiles as we may obſerve in the very firſt Chapter of the 

tive Chrig. A275, from Verſe 13, to the End, where at the very 

_ —_ firſt —_—— Apoſtles and Brethren held toge- 

dona. ther, after the Aſcenſion of Chriſt, they began or- 
derly to appoint one to fulfil the Place of Judas; 
it may be thought, this was a needleſs Ceremony; 
yet we ſee, how the Lord countenanced it. I hope, 
none will ſay, that the Apoſtles appointing of theſe 
two Men, or of him, upon whom the Lot did not 
fall, contradicted their inward 21 1 m, or impoſed 

it; but both agreed very well together; the 
kn the Will and Movings of God * 
and the other in the ſame in ſubmitting to their 

+ - Appointment. 
Moreover, after they had received the Holy Ghoſt, 
you may read, As vi. ſo ſoon as there was an 
Opportunity, how they wiſely gave Order concern- 

— th bit ing the Diſtribution of the Poor, and appointed 

tributions ſome Men for that Purpoſc. So here was Order 

og and Government, according to the preſent Neceſlity - 

| of the Caſe : And the Lord God was well pleaſed 

with it, and the Word of God encreaſed, and the 

Number of the Diſciples myltiplied in Jeruſalem 

— Might they not have ſaid then, as ſome 

ay now, We will give our Charity to whom we ſee 

Cauſe; and we will take no Notice ot your Ap- 

pointments and Orders ? Whether would God have 

approved of ſuch, yca, or nay? | : 

Thirdly, 


"Sed. ITE, Church Order and Government afferted. 1 


Thirdly, When that the Bufineſs of Circumciſion 

ſell in, whether it was fit or not to circamciſe the 

Gentiles ? We ſce, the Apoſtles ſaw not meet, to 

ſuffer every * follow their own Minds and . M. in 
Wills: They did not judge, as one confuſedly ſup- 

poſeth, That this Difference in an outward Ed 

would commend the Unity of the true Faith. Nay, 

they took another Method. It is ſaid expreſly, - As 

xv. 6, 7. And the Apoſtles and Elders came together 

10 conſider of this Matter z and after there bad been 

much diſputing about it, no doubt then, there were — in Dif- 

here Diverſities of Opinions and Judgments, the gceyrring, 

Apoſtles and Elders told their Judgments, and cane 

alſo to a poſitive Concluſion, Sure, ſome behoved 

to ſubmit, elſe they ſhould never have agreed. Sa 
| thoſe that were the Elders, gave a poſitive Judg- 

ment ;z and they were bold to ſay, That ii 25 not 

only them, but the Holy Ghoſt, By all which it doth 
undeniably appear, that the Apoſtles, and primitive 
Saints, practiſed a holy Order and Government 
among themſelves: And I hope none will be fo 
bold as to ſay, they did theſe Things without the 
Leadings of the Spirit of God, and his Power and 
Authority concurring, and going along with them. 

And that theſe Things were not only ſingular 
Practices, but that they held it doctrinally; that is The Apo- 
to ſay, it was Doctrine, which they preached, that feen 
there ought to be Order and Government in the cerning 
Church, is maniteſt rom theſe following Teſtimo- 88 
nies, 1 Cor. iv. 16, 16, 17. Verſe 15. For though . 
ou bave Ten Thou/ard Inſtruſtors in Chriſt, yet bave 13 0 
Je not many Fathers.: For in Chriſt Jeſus 1 bave be- | 
gelten you through the Goſpel. Verſe 16. Wherefore 
I beſeech you, be ye Followers of me, Vere 17. For 
this Cauſe have I ſent unto you Timotheus, wb if my 
beloved Son, and faithful in the Lord ; who ſhall bring. 
you inio Remembrance of my Ways, which be in Chriſt, 
Gs I teach every where in Church. Here the 8 
Apoſtle Paul is very abſolute: Firſt, in that 3 5 
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ſires them to be Followers of him. „in 
that he ſends a Teacher, yea, a Miniſter, and emi- 
mr | or Overſeer of the Church, for to put 
them in Mind of his Ways, which be in Chriſt, as 
hee taught in every Church. No doubt there were 
KA poſtates, and diſſenting Spirits in the Church of 
go that gave Paul 3 thus to write, as 
he es in the Beginning o Chapter, how he 
was judped by ſome of them ; he ſhews, how they 
were grown high, Verſe 8. Now ye are full, now ye 
re 'rich, ye bave reipned as Kings without us, &c. 
Olen Might not theſe Diſſenters of the Church of Corinth 
ac have reaſoned thus againſt Paul? Did not this Pau 
Church teach us, at firſt, to mind the Meaſure of Grace in 
Gorern-. ourſelves, and follow that? For no doubt, that was 
Pauls Doctrine, but now he begins to Lord it over 
us, and tells us, we maſt be Followers bim. Might 
not they have judged the beloved Timothy to be far 
out of his Place? Might they not have faid, It 
ſeems it is not God that moved thee, and ſent thee 
here by his Spirit, but lordly Paul that ſecks Do- 
minion over our Faith: It ſeems thou comeſt not 
here to preach Chriſt, and wiſh us to be Followers 
of him, and of his Grace in our Hearts, but to mind 
us to tollow PauPs Ways, and take. Notice, how. he 
reaches in every Church: We are not concerned with 
him, nor with his Meſſenger, nor with none of your 
Orders: and fo forth. Doth not this run very plau- 

ſible? I queſtion not, but there was ſuch a Reaſoni 
among the apoſtate Corinthians; let ſuch as are & | 
the ſame Kind among us, examine ſeriouſly, and 
meaſure their Spirits truly hereby. Yea, he goes yet 
turther in the following Chapter, Verſes 3, 4. Verſe 3. 
i Cor j. As abjent in Body, but preſent in Spirit, have judged al- 
. ready, as though I were preſent, concerning bim that bath 
ThePowerG done this Deed. Verſe 4. In ibe Name of our Lord 
Judement Jeſus Chriſt, when ye are gathered logether, and my 
Cans Spirit with the Power of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, &c. 
Would not one think this to have been a preſumpu- 
| ous 


dor On n th 
themſelves, to be per- 
* 5 


be Fol of the Grace in 
ſwaded | 


in their own Hearts, 


Goſpel : Wherefore, I 
lowers of me. So he makes that as 
ich the ſame Apoſtle alſo in his Ex- 
with the Galatians, putting them in 


your own Eyes, 
We ſee then that the — 
uch, whom he hath furniſhed, and 


to gather a People unto himſelf, Care 


to their Duty, when they ſtray at any Time and 

to appoint, yea, command fuch Things, 

heedtful for Peace, and Order, and Unity's : And 
that there lies an Obligation upon fuch as are ſo ga- 
thered, to reverence, honour, yea, and obey ſuch as **%% 
are ſet over them in the Lord, For faith the fame 
Apoſtle, 2 Cor. ii, g. For to this End alſo did I write, 
that I might know the Prom of you, whether you be 
obedient in all Things : And Chap. vii. Ver. 13. 15. 
Yea, and exctedingly the more joy'd we for ihe Yoy - 
Titus, becauſe bis Spirit was refreſ#d by you all. Ver. 

; * ä 16. 


oy 


16. And his inward Affell ion is more abundant toward 
vou, whilſt he remembreth the Obedience of you all, 
bet with Fear and Trembling ye received bin. 
Betrayings Now this will not at all infer, as if they had 
of t® been implicitly led of Old: Or that ſuch, as hav- 
7. d . . . 
ing the ſame Authority to exerciſe it now, ſought 
Dominion over their Brethren's Faith, or to force them 
to do any Thing beyond, far leſs contrary to, what 
the Lord leads us to by his Spirit : But we know, 
as they did of Old, that the Enemy lies near to be- 
tray under ſuch Pretences. And ſeeing, in caſe of 
Difference, the Lord hath, and doth, and will re- 
1 veal his Will to his People, and hath and doth 
—_ ' raiſe up Members of his Body, to whom he gives a 
J Diſcerning, and Power and Authority to inſtruct, 
reprove, yea, and command in ſome Caſes; 
thoſe that are faithſul and low in their Minds, 
keeping their own Places, and minding the Lord, 
and the Intereſt and Good of his Truth in the Ge- 
The Mur. neral over all, ſhut out the Murmurer; and the 
murer ſhut Spirit of God leads them to have Unity, and concur 
out with their Brethren, But ſuch as are heady and 
high-minded, are inwardly vexed, that any ſhould 
cad or rule, but themſelves: And ſo it is the high 
hing in themſelves, that makes them quarrel with 
others for taking ſo much upon them; pretending a 
Liberty, not ſmking down in the Seed to be willing 
to be ot no Reputation for its Sake. Such, rather 
than give *p Yew own Wills, will ſtudy to make 
ents and Diviſions, not ſparing the Flock ; but 
The Ho- Proſtrating the Reputation and Honour of the Truth 
nourof even to the World, miniſter to them an Occaſion ot 
rawd by, Scorn and Laughter, to the hardening them in their 
Diviions, Wickedneſs and Atheiſm, | 
_ Beſides theſe Scriptures mentioned, I ſhall ſet down 
a few of many more, that might be inſtanced to the 
8 4 N bt | A 
. Epel. v. 21. Submilli ves one 10 anolb 
ty the Fear of God, ; N K. | 
©; ps Phi}, 


Sec. HI. * 


/ Phil. n. 3. Let nothing be done 
Vain-glory, but in Lowlineſs of Mind let each 5 
other beiter than ibemſelues. 


Lowlineſs 
Verſe 29. Receive him therefore in the Lord with fi ; 
32 | 


all Gladnejs, and bold fuch in tation. 

And iii. 17. Brethren, be ers together of me; ren. 
and mark them, which walk ſo, as ye eve us for an 
Enſample. 


And iv. 9. Thoſe Things, which ye bave both learn-. 
ed, and nk, and heard, and ſeen in me, do and 


the God of Peace ſpall be with vou. 


Col. ii. 5. For though 1 be abſent in the leſs, yet | 


am I with peu in the Spirit, and bebo 
Order, and the Steadfaſtneſs ; your Faith in Chriſt. 
I Theſſ. v. 12. And we beſeech you, Brethren, 10 
know them which labour among you, and are over you 
in the Lord, and admoniſh you. 
Verſe 13. And to eſteem them very highly in Love, 
— their Works Sake ; and be at Peace among your- 
elves. 
# Verſe 14. Now we exbort you, Brethren, warn 
them that are unruly, comfort the Feeble-minded, ſupport 
the Weak, be patient toward all Men. 
2 The. ii. 15. Therefore, Brethren, ſtand faſt, 


and bold the Traditions, which ye have been taught, 


tobether by Word, or our Epiſtle. 
2 Cor. x. 8. For though I ſhould boaſt ſomewhat 
more of our Authority, which the Lord hath given us 


for Edification, and not for your Deſtrufion, I ſhould 
not be aſhamed. 

Now, though the _—- greatly abuſe this Place, 
as if hereby could juſtity that Maſs of Super- 
ſtition, which they have heaped together; yet, ex- 

+ ha we will deny the —. Scripture, we muſt needs 

there lay an Obligation upon the Theſſalo- 


no doubt, needful Inſtitytions, which by the Apo- 

ſtles were recommended unto them: And yet who 

will ſay, that they ought, or were thereby __ 
mande 


nians to obſerve Arr hold theſe Appointments, and 


44 


ITS - 


7 2 the Tradition, which be recerved 


What more poſitive than this? And yet the Apo- 
y of (tle was not here any poſer. 

rn 
0 0 


Thus Heb. 


y them that have the Rule over you, 


KL bey watch Sas, 
yourſetves ; 2 toqic 

ike? maſt give Account : . do it 

a5 oy, and not with Grief ;, for that is unpruſtable 


| ind viii, Likewiſe alſo theſe filtby Dreamers defile 
the Fleſp, deſpiſe Dominion, and ſpeak Evil of Dig- . 


nities, 
enlarge, if needful, upon theſe 


I might at 
Paſſages 3 any of which is ſufficient to prove the 
Matter in Hand; but that what is ſaid, may ſatisfy 
ſuch, as are not wilfully blind and obſtinate. For 
there can be nothing more plain from theſe Teſti- 
monies, than that the ancient Apoſtles and primitive 


— Chriſtians Order and Government in the 
Sa . hat ſome did appoint and ordain certain 
praiſed Things ; condemn and — certain Practices, aa 


well as Doctrines, by the Spirit of God: That there 
— Tous of Duty upon e 
1 


Cert. TIT. Church Or ay and Government ae te: 
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obey and ſubmit: That this was no Encroachment, 
nor Impoſition upom their Chriftian Liberty x no 
any ways contradictory to their being inwardly and 
immediately led by the Spirit of God in their Hearts 
And laſtly, that ſuch, as are in the true Feeling and 
Senſe, will find it their Places to obey, and be one 
with the Church of Chriſt in ſuch like Caſes: Abd 
that it's ſach as have loſt their Senſe and Feeling of 
the Life of the Body, that diſſent and are difobe> 
dient under the falſe Pretence of Libetty. So that 
thus it is ſufficiently proved, what I undertook in 


Thirdly, I judge, there will need no great Ar: Rea@n iti. 


guments to prove, the People of God may and do 
well to exerciſe the like Government upon the very 
like Occaſion. For even Reaſon may teach us, that 
what proved good and wholſome Cures to the Diſ- 
temper of the Church'in former Ages, will not now 
(the very like Diſtempers falling in) prove hurtful 
and poiſonable ; eſpecially, if we have the Teſti- 
mony of the ſame Spirit in our Hearts, not onl) 
1 us, but commanding us fo to do. It is 
manifeſt, 

| Occafions now fall in; we find, that there are that 


though we are ſorry for it, that the ſame Diſtempers 


have eaten and drunken with us at the Table of the quire a 


Lord, and have been Sharers of the ſame ſpiritual 
Joy and Conſolation, that afterwards fall away. 
e find, to our great Griet, that ſome walk diſor- 
derly; and ſome are puffed up, and ſtrive to ſow , 
Diviſion, labouring to ſtumble the Weak; and tb 
cauſe Offences in the Church of Chriſt: What then 
is more ſuitable, and more Chriſtian, than to follow 
the Foot-ſteps of the Flock, and to labour and tra- 
vel for the Good of the Church; and for 'the re- 
moving all that is hurtful; even as the holy Apo- 
ſtles, who walked with Jeſus, did beiore us? If 
there be ſuch as walk diforderly now, «muſt not they 
be admoniſhed, rebuked, and withdrawn from, as 
well as of Old? IPD to be the Condition of 
A 2 | the * 


III. 
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jo 
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1 


18 


8 


Score do you not forbear ſome Things 

and commanded by the primitive Church and Saints? 
Well, 1 hope I have not any thing weakened this 

Odjection, but it in its full Vigour 


5 
Strength: To which I ſhall clearly and diſtincti 
anſwer thus: O ; 


Times a1. Firſt, Seaſons and Times do not alter the Nature 


Tze and Subſtance of Things in themſelves z | it 
Things r or 
not Ulefulneſs them. 

Secondly, Things commanded and 


certain Times and Seaſons fall of 


cerning ing 
now no ſuch Occaſion: Let, who will ſay, 
Command enjoin'd in the ſame Place, As xv. 20. 

| to 
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have Hope. So then I. hope, if the Spin ft God 
lcad me n. unto that which is good, 


_ it * nl re ng 


— and that ic was the Practice of the Saints 


and Church of Old, is undeniable: What kind of 


' Ground then can any ſuch Oppoſers have, being 


ſuch, as ſcrupling at this, do notwithſtanding ac- 


knowledge our Principle, that this were done by Im- 


poſition or Imitation, more than the Belief. of the 


Dectrints and. Principles? Secing as it is neediul to 


ul all Diligence to convince and perſwade People of 


the Truth, and bring them ta the Belief of it, which | 


yet we cannot do, but as Truth moves and draws in 
their Hearts: It is alſo no leſs neediul, when a People 


is gathered, to keep and preſerve them in Unity and 


Lave, as becomes the Church of Chriſt, and to be 
' Careful, 


F GA TV. Chirch Ora mntCAr 


Ld / 
neee e. be done 
and in Order; and chat all that be 
— 1 * the Mathod of de 85 
es G — 4 


and the Good cheriſhed and 

Thar th conclude, . and, that upon . pap RY oo N 
e now, as well as heretofore, to 

ee ee e | 


= - 


Ve 2 


ier en ow eb bh be examined in the en : 


third Place, is, 


N What is i dhe Order and Government ut I. 
Secondly, In hat Caſes, and how far may ex- II. 


tend, and in whom the Power deciſide is. 

Thirdly. How it differeth, and is wholly erg 
than the oppreſſive and per ſecuting benen AR 
the SHU $4 "A and UF Anti-chriſtian Al 


e od wa Srcrion 8 
of, the Order and Government which we. 
| Plead for. 


Y T will be needful then, before I proceed to a 
ſcribe the Order and Government of the Church, 

io conſider, what is or may be properly underſtood 
2 the Church: For ſotne, as I touched before, 
dem to be offended, or at leaſt afraid of the ve 
ord, becauſe, the power of the Church, the 
of the Church, the Judgment of the Church, and 
ſuch like Pretences, have been the great Wea 
wherewith Antichriſt and the apoſtate Chriftians have 
been theſe many Generations perſecuting the Wo- 


man, and warring againſt the Man- child. And in- 


deed, great Diſputes have been among the learned 
Rabbics in the BP concerning this Cs. 
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commonly it is, are 2 

Faith, whanby as « Body they become diftguih- 
Faith, whereby as a Body they iſtingui 
ed from others, od hand & certain Relation among 
themſelves ; and a conjunct Intereſt to the maintain- 
ing and ting theſe Principles they to 
be right : And therefore have a certain and 
Overſight over one another, to prevent and remove 
e that may tend to break 1 
conjunct Intereſt, hinder the Propagation of it, or 
bring Infamy 
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All to obey the Goſpel of Chriſt, and to take Notice 

©, ©... of his Reproofs, as he makes himſelf manifeſt in 

| and by his Light in their Hearts. So our Care and 

Travail is and hath been towards thoſe that are with- 

out, that we may bring them into the Fellowſhip of 

the Saints. in Light; and towards thoſe that arc 

brought in, that they may not be led out again, 

or drawn aſide, either to the left Hand or the 

right, by the Workings and Temptations of the 

Enemy, * 

» Theſe Things being thus cleared and opened, we 

do poſitively affirm, That we being a People ga- 

thered together by the Power of God, which moſt 

if not all of thoſe, that ariſing among ourſelves, do 

2 us herein, have acknowledged, into the Be- 

tet of certain Principles and Doctrines, and alſo 

certain Practices and Performances, by which we are 

come to be ſeparated and diſtinguiſhed from others, 

ſo as to meet apart, and alſo to ſuffer deeply for our 

. there are, and muſt of Neceſſity 

„as in the Gathering of us, ſo in the Preſerving of 

Diverſities US While gathered, Diverſitics of Gifts and Opera- 
A Grin tions for the Edifying of the whole Body. Hence 

faith the Apoſtle, 1 Tim. v. 17. Let the Elders that 

rule well, be counted worthy of double Honour, eſpe- 

cially they who labour in the Word and Doctrine: And 

this we ſuppoſe neither to be Popiſb nor Antichriſtian ; 

let our Oppoſers ſay it, as oft as they can, without 

reckoning the Apoltles ſuch. 

Secondly, Foraſmuch as all are not called in the 
ſame Station, ſome Rich, ſome Poor; ſome Ser- 
vants, ſome Maſters; ſome Married, ſome unmar- 
ried ; ſome Widows, and ſome Orphans, and ſo 
forthz it is not only convenient, but abſolutely 

Meeting, needful, that there be certain Meetings at certain 
about Bu- Places and Times, as may beſt ſuit the Conveni- 
. encies of ſuch, who may be moſt particularly con- 
cerned in them; where both thoſe that are to take 
Care, may aſſemble, and thoſe who may need of 


2» 


: 
Z 
Y 


2, 
7 


a 
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Spirit of God, to ſet apart Men 
Sure, this was not to lead them from their i 
Guide ; n 
ye out among you /even U 
the Holy Ghoſt, and Wiſdom, whom we 
over this Buſineſs. Sure, they were not te 
@ Buſineſs being full of the Holy Ghoſt, w 
Might import a Contradiction to their being led by | 
it: So we ſee, it is both fit and ſuitable to the Apo- 45 
ſtles Doctrine, to have Meetings about Buſineſs, —_ 
Now if any ſhould be ſo whimſical or conceited, as po 
o ſcruple their being at ſet Places and Times, 
though theſe be nothi 
Parts, but only Circu relating to the Con- 
veniency of our Perſans, which we muſt have 
to, ſo as we are cloathed Fleſh 
| : And ſuch Notioniſts, as againſt thi 
godly Care, work far more in their vain Imagi 
tions, than they reduce to Practice; being li 
to ſuch, of whom the Apoſtle James teſtifi 
content themſelves with ſaying to the naked, 
cloathed ;' and to the hungry, be fed; while 
offer not in the leaſt to miniſter to them thoſe 
Things which are needful for cloathing and feed- 
ing of them. Yet ſhall we not ſcruple to make it 
appear, that it is not without very good Ground, 
that we both appoint Places and Times. And firſt, _ 
as to the Place, I ſay as before, it is with our Bodies convent _ 
ve muſt meet, as well as with our Spirits ; and fo 20 (laces 
of Neceſſity we muſt convey our Bodies unto one | 
Place, that we may ſpeak and act in thoſe Things 
we meet for: And that muſt be in ſome certain 
Place, where all muſt * to find it ; hay- 
| ng 
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ing herein a Regard to the Conveniencies and Oc- 
ions of ſuch as meet. Were it fit, that thoſe of 
the Church of Corinth ſhould go do their Buſineſs 

at Antioch, or the Church of Jeruſalem at Rome? 
Nay ſurely, God hath not given us our Reaſons to 
no Purpoſe ; but that we ſhould make Uſe of them 
for his Glory, and the Good of our Brethren ; yet 
always in Subjection to his Power and Spirit. And 
therefore we have Reſpect to theſe Things in the 
appointing of our Meetings, and do it not without 
"Ft a Regard to the Lord, but in a Senſe of his Fear, 
1 | And fo the like as to Times, which is no contradicting 
wa of the inward Leading of the Spirit. Elſe how 
| | — Ang came the Apoſtle to appoint a Time to the Corintbi- 
16 convenient a in ar — 1s deſiri 7 1 Cor. ** 
. them in Store upon y of the 
9 Week, * ſaith he, not that be gave the ſame Order 
to the Church of Galatia, I know not, how any 

in Reaſon can quarrel about ſet Times for outward 
Buſineſs, it being done in a Subjection to God's Will, 

as all Things ought to be : Or elſe, how can ſuch, 

as ſo do, but quarrel with the A for this Im- 
poſition, at that Rate, upon the Churches of Corinth 

and Galatia ? We appoint no ſet Times for the Per- 
formance of the Worſhip of God, ſo as to appoint 

Men to preach and pray at ſuch ſet Times; though 

we appoint Times to meet together in the Name of 

the Lord, that we may feel his Preſence, and he 
14 may move in and through whom he pleaſeth with- 
da out Limitation. Which PraQtice of meeting toge- 
4 for the ther we are greatly encouraged to by the Promiſe of 
> Chriſt, and our own bleſſed Experience; and al ſo 
Aid Prac- we are ſeverely prohibited to lay it aſide by the holy 

tics. Apoſtle; and alſo on the other Hand by the ſad 
Experience of ſuch, as by Negligence or Prejudice 
forſake the Aﬀemblies of God's People; upon many 
of which is already fulfifled, and upon others daily 
fulfilling the Judgments threatened upon ſuch Trani- 
greſſors: Read Heb, x. from Verſe 23, to the End, 
3 where 
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where that Duty is ſo ſeriouſly exhorted to, and the 
Contempt of it reckoned a wiltul Sin, almoſt, if” 
N apt yr onable z yea, a reading 
Foot the Son of God, and a doing Deſpite to the Spirit 
of Grace ; which is fulfilled in our Day, 
proves the lamentable Fruits of ſuch as have ſo back 


his Spie both to 
we may ſee the Faces 
Care one for another, 


and good Works. 
ſtaggered by 


herein cannot be 
which no Man of Conſcien 
will ſay it ought ; ſeeing the Thing itſelf 
« folid and rext Cauſe and r ſo 
- ſuitable a Pattern and Example, and 
ſtantly confirmed to us, both by the d Tel 
God's Spirit in our Hearts, an bythe good 
and Effects which we daily reap | 
and Confirmation, that God is well pleaſed there» 
with, and approveth us in it. | 
Having thus far to ſhew, that there 
n Peo. 
ple of God z and that that, — 
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| SReriON V. | 

In what Caſes, and bow far, this Government 
_ And firſt, as to Outwards and Tem- 
Por 1 71 


Shall begin with that, which gave the firſt Riſe 
choſeMeet- | for this Order among the Apoſtles; and I de 
Bala. yerily believe, might have been among the firſt Oc- 
caſions that gave the like among us, and that is, 
the Care of the Poor, of Widows, and Orphans. 
Love and Compaſſion are the great, yea, and the 
chiefeſt Marks of Chriſtianity : Hereby Pall it be 
hwwn, ſaich Chriſt, tbat ye are my Diſciples, if ye love 
one another. And James the Apoſtle places Reli- 
herein in the firſt Place; Pare _—_ faith 
Care „and undefled before God and the Father, is, to 
"Widows vit the FatheHleſs and Widows in their Affiittions, 
and Or- &c, For this then, as one main End, do we meet 
phans. together, that Enquiry may be made, if there be 
any Poor of the Houſhold of Faith, that need, that 
they may be ſupplied ;' that the Widows may be 
taken Care of; that the Orphans and Fa ma 
be bred up and educated. Who will be — 
tian, as ti reprove this good Order and Government, 


The Occa · 
fion of 


I anſwer, the Spirit of God leads us ſo to do; 
what can they ſay to the contrary ? Nor is this a 
Practice any OP inconſiſtent with being inwardly 
and immediately led by the Spirit ; for the Spirit of 
God doth now, as well as in the Days of Old, lead 
bis People into choſe Things which are orderly, and 
df a good Report; for he is the God of Order, and 

not 
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| Not of Confuſion : And thetefore the holy A 
judged it no Inconſiſtency with their being 
the Spirit to appoint Men full of the Holy 
and of Wiſdom, over the Buſineſs ef 
Now if to be full of the Holy Ghoſt be a Quali 
cation needful for this Im 
ture of their 1 
needful a Qualificati 
CS DICALING.: by 
Moreover we ſee, though they were ae that Tire 
all filled with the Spirit, yet there was ſomethi 
wanting before this good Order was. eſtabli 


the —— — char this Mew 
medy they were led to, was ſtepping into A poſtacy : 
Seiden cn i bs i l of ua we upon 
the like Occaſion, 

"If then it be thus needful and ſuitable to- the Gol. Contribe- 


eee 


pel, to relieve the Neceſſities of the Poor, that as the Poor, 


there wis no Beggar ia be among 
—.— 


Ilrael of Ol, fo far | 


reſpect, to the Corinthians, 1 Cor. xvi. 2. and the 
rr e e e 2d Epiſtle through - 


though he teſtifies to them elſewhere, that 


1 — 


#bey are the Temples of the Huy Ghoſt, m_ 
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pixi of God dwells in them ; yet ceaſeth he not to 
intreat and exhort, yea, and to give them certain 
Orders in this Matter. 
Beſides all theſe Reaſons, which are ſufficient to 
convince any un — Man, the ſecret Appro- 
bation of God's us in this 
Thing, wah ** Fruits and of it; 
which Hundreds can witneſs to, — Needs have 
been ſupplied, and themſelves helped through di- 
vers Difficulties; and the Teſtimonies of ſome 
already, and of many more Orphans and Fatherleſs 
Children, who have found no Want neither of Father 
nor Mother, nor other Relations, through the tender 
Love and Care of God's People, in putting them 
Fatherle® in Trades and Employments, and giving them all 
Children neediul Education: Which will make it appear, 
— e're this Age paſs away, to thoſe that have an Eye 
to ſee, that theſe are not the meer Doi and 
Orders of Men; but the Work of him who is 
appearing in ten Thouſands of his Saints, to eſta- 
bliſh not only Truth, but Mercy and Righteouſneſs 
in the Earth. 
2. Tocom. And for that End therefore, in the ſecond Place, 
poſe Differ: this Order reacheth the taking up and compoſing of 
| dee cheren Differences as to outward Things, which may fall 
Fnourward our -betwixt Friend and Friend ; for ſuch 
Maner.. may fall out through the Intricacies of divers Affair, 
where neither hath any poſitive Intention to injure 
and defraud his Neighbour, as in many Caſes might 
be inſtanced. Or if through the Workings and 
Temptations of him, whoſe Work is to the 
— and * of the Lord, and to engender, 
ſo far as he can, Strife and Diviſion among them, 
any ſhould ſtep aſide, as to offer to wrong or pre- 
judice his Neighbour; we do boldly aver, as a 
\ le gathered n 
Faith, and diſtinguiſhed —— all others 
Joint-Teſtimony and Sufferings, that we have whe 


. 8 to decide remove theſe Things 
among 


among ourſelves, without going to others to ſeek © 
Redreſa. And this in i tath fo much Nane 
; Ada darn if any that are not wholly: preju- 

te or obſtinate, can blame it. For EN 
one Mind concerning Faith and Religion, and that 
it be our Joint - Intereſt to bring all others unto the 
fame Truth with us, as ſuppoſing them to be wrong, 
what Confidence can we have to think of reclaiming 
them, if the Truth we profeſs have not Efficacy, as 
to reconcile us among ourſelves in the Matters of 
this World? If we be forced to go out to others for 
Equity and Juſtice, becauſe we cannot find it among 
ou how can we expect to invite them to come 
us, when ſuch Virtues, as which ſtill accom- 
Y.the Truth, are neceſſarily ſuppos 


pan ; d to be want- 
ng! Should we affirm otherwiſe, it were to deſtroy 


Reaſon of this Thing, ; 
pprobation, and Comfort of the A 
mony, 1-Cor. vi. Dare any of you, having a Mat- 
ter againſt another, go to Law before the Unjuſt, and 
not before the Saints If it be objected, Do you Objedion. 
reckon all unjuſt that are not of you? Think ye all 
other People void of Juſtice ? e 
I anſwer, though the Apoſtle uſeth this Ex- Believers ' 
am perſwaded, he did not reckon all 297,98. 
others unjuſt, that had not received then the Chriſtian fore the 
Faith. There were, no doubt, moral and juſt Dutt, Ge. 
Men among the Heathen ; and. therefore the ſame 
Paul commends the Nobility of Feſtus, he reckons 
them there unjuſt in reſpect of the Saints, or com- 
paratively with them, -as ſuch as are not come to the 
Juſt Principle of God in themſelves to obey it and 
follow it: And therefore though he accounts them, 
who are leaſt eſteemed in the Church, capable to 

| decide 
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decide ſuch Matters, yet he ſuppoſeth it ſafer to @b- 
Cafes, though i 
— Area 


4 People, none have had juſt Occaſion to decline our 
hough ſome ſhauld ſuppoſe them- 
ves to be wronged ; yet if they ſhould go hri 
their Matter betore others, we might fay as the A 
ſtle faith in the aforementioned Chapter, Ver. 7. his 
were thereby a Fault in them, and would evidence a 
er Care of ſome outward Concern, than of the 
— Intereſt of Truth: And therefore ſuch 
as have a tender Regard that Way, would rather ſuſ- 
fer, what to their A | may ſeem wrong. 
For in Matters, wherein two Parties are oppoſite 
The Caſe the Caſe of Meum and Tuum, it is ſomewhat bard to 
— pleaſe both ; except where the Power of Truth, and 
the righteous Judgment thereot reaching to that of 
God in the Conſcience, hath brought to a true Ac- 
knowledgment him that hath been miſtaken, or. in 
the Wrong ; which hath Yrequently fallen out among 
us, to the often refreſhing and confirming our 
Souls in the certain Belief, Chriſt was falling 
his Promiſes among us, in refering Judges, as at 
the firſt, and Counſellors, as in the Beginning. 
pettiſh, or hu- 


Going be- Now ſuppoſe, any ſhould be fo 
fore Un" merous, as nat to agree in ſuch Matters to the Judg- 
from te ment of his Brethren, and to go before the Unbe- 
Judgment lievers; for though I reckonthem not fuch Unbelievers 
| thren, va as the Heathen of Old, becauſe they profeſs a Faith 
Din God and Chriſt ; yet I may ſafely fay, they are 
Truth, Unbelievers as to theſe Principles and 
which we know are the Truth of God; and in that 
Senſe muſt be Unbelievers as to him, that ſo appeal- 
eth to them from his Brethren, I ſay, ſuch as fo 
do, firſt commit a certain Hurt, and Evil, in ſtain- 


% ĩð⅛·-· ꝛ:ͤp =" oO "On 


Nr 


ꝶ— — 
of the Truth they 


- - 


og the Honour and R 


profeſs which ought to be dearer to us than our 


ives. And even in that outward Matter, for 
F rr — 
ing w carry, as they expect: 1 
they looſe, _ a double Prejudice ; if they 
gain, it is a too dear Rate, even with the Hurt of 


Truth's Reputation, which their outward Advan- 
tage cannot make' up, If then, it be unlawful to - 
do Evil, that Good may come on it, even a ſpiri- 


tual Good ; far leſs is it lawſul to do a poſitive Evil 
of ſo deep a Dye, as to bring an evil Report upon 
the Land, and give the Uncircumciſed an 
Occaſion to rejoice: Out of the uncertain Hope of 


an outward Gain, it is far better to ſuffer Loſs, as 


the Apoſtle very well argues in the Place above 
mentioned. 


Indeed, if there be any ſuch, have been, or 
appear to be of us, as ſuppoſe, There is not a wile 


Man among us all, nor an honeſt Man, that is able 


to judge betwixt his Brethren, we ſhall not covet to 


meddle in their Matter; being perſwaded, that ei- 
ther they, or their Cauſe is nought. Though, Prailes 


to God, among all thoſe that have gone from us, 
either upon one Account or other, - I never heard 
that any were ſo minded towards us but the moſt 
Part of them having let in the Offence of ſome 


* ＋ or Perſons, have had this unanimous Teſti. Apt 
IT F — 
an upright ed People us 


But w Senſe our Enemies, or A poſtates 


have of us, who look aſquint on the Face of Truth, 


. — ſee nothing aright in thoſe they love not. 
judicate 8 this we can ſay in the laſt 
Place, — the Reaſons and Scripture above de- 


.clared, that the good Fruits and Effects, which 
daily abound to the Houſhold of Faith, in this, as 
well as the other Parts of the Government the Lord 


& eſtabliſhing among us, doth more and more com- 
| 2 G mend 


9p" 


mony 


u 


- certain Belief of that, which we can 


The Anarchy bf Yor 2 1 : . Bel ” | 
mend it unto us; and confirmeth our Hearts in the 


teſtify in good Conſcience, that God hath led us 
hereunto by his Spirit ; and we ſee the Hand of the 
Lord herein, which in dae Time will yet more ap- 
pear ; that as through our faithful Teſtimony, in 
the Hand of the Lord, that Antichriſtian and Apo- 
ſtatized Generation, the National Miniſtry, hath re- 
ceived a deadly Blow by our diſcovering and wit- 
againſt their forced Maintenance, and Tythes, 


— 
againſt which we have teſtified by many cruel Suffer- 


ings of all Kinds, as our Chronicle ſhall make known 
to Generations to come, ſo that their Kingdom, in 
the Hearts of Thoufands, begins to totter and looſe 
its Strength, and ſhall aſſuredly fall to the Ground, 
throagh Truth's prevailing in the Earth; fo on the 
other Hand do we, by coming to Righteodfſheſs and 
Innocency, weaken the Strength of their Kingdom 
who judge for Rewards, as well as ſuch as for 
Hire, and by not miniſtring Occaſion to thoſe, who 
an e e 1 lived in — * 
and Riot, in iqui- 
ties and deem of the — wh as Truth 
and Righteouſneſs prevails in Earth, by our 
faithful 9 —— and keeping to it, the Nation ſhall 
come to be eaſed and di of that deceitful 


* 


„ rlels Tribe of Lawyers, as well as Priefts, who by their 


and Intri- 
cacies fo 


many Tricks, and endleſs Intricacies, have rendered 


ace Tuſtice, in their Method, burdenſome to honeſt 


trover fies 


Men, and ſcek not ſo much to put an End, as to 
foment Controverſies and Contentions, that they 
thetnſelves may be till fed and d. and their 
Trade kept up. Whereas by Truth's tion, 
as many of theſe Con -will dic Mens 


coming to be leſs contentious z ſo when any -Differ- 


ence ariſeth, the Saints giving Judgment, withour 
Gift or Reward, or running into the Tricks and end- 
lefs Labyrinths of the Lawyers, will ſoon compoſe 
them. And this is that we are perſwaded, the Lord 

111 | 1$ 


F 
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ct. V. 


is bringing about in our Day,” though many do not, 
and many wil not fee it, becauſe it is indeed in a 
e 
are now defpilin in his inw PPcarance, 
becauſe of the Meanneſs of it; as the ei of Old 
did him in his outward: Yet nocwithſtanding there 
were ſome then that did Wirnefs, and could not 
be ſilent, but muſt teſtity that he was come, Even 
ſo now are there T that can ſet to their 
Seal, that he hath now again the —— |, 
peared, and is appearing in ten Thouſands of his 
Saints; in and among whom, as a Firſt-truits of | 
many more that ſhall be gathered, he is reſtoring 
the Golden Age, and bringing them into the holy 
Order and Government of his own Son, who ig 
ruling, and to rule in the Midſt of. them, ſetting Age. 
forth the Counſellors as at the Beginning, and Judges 

as at firſt ; and eſtabliſhing I ruth, Mercy, Righte- 
oulnels, and Judgment again in the Earth: Amen, 


Hallelyjab ! bs 
Thirdly, Theſe ings take Care in the Caſe 3. To taks 
of Marriages, that all T be clear; and that Cg ,t 
there may nothing be done in that Procedure, which Marriages. 
atterwards may prove to the Prejudice of Truth, or, 
Qt the Parties concerned ; which being an outward 
Thing, that is acknowledged in itſelf to be lawful, 
al the greateſt Importance a Man, or a Woman, can 
perigrm in this Warld ; and from the ſudden, un- 
wary, or diſarderly Procedure whereot, very great 
Snares and Reproaches may be caſt both upon the 
Parties, and Profeſſion owned by them; there- 
fore jt doth very fitly, among other Things, when 
it occurs, come to be conſidered of by the People of 
Gad, when met, to take Care to preſerve all Things 
right and ſavoury in the Houſhold of Faith. We 
do believe our 1 — watch for Evil 
againſt us, would be glad, promiſcuouſly or 
diſorderly we proceed in this weighty Matter ; that 
_ io they might the nn bot accuſe us, as Over- 
* 2 


turners 
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turners of all human and Chriftian Order: But God 
has not left us without his Counſel and Wiſdom in 
this Thing ; nor will he, that any ſhould receive juft 
Occaſion againſt us his People : And therefore in 
this weighty Concern, we, who can do nothin 
againſt the Truth, but all for, and with a — 
to the Truth, have divers Teſtimonies for the Lord. 
1 Our F irſt, That we cannot marry with thoſe that walk 
Teig not in, and obey not the Truth, as being of another 
arrying Judgment, or Fellowſhip ; or pretending to it, walk 
Babel, not ſuitable and anſwerable thereto. | 
ei , Secondly, Nor can we go to the hireling Prieſts, 
kerle, to uphold their falſe and uſurped Authority, who 
take upon them to Marry People without any 
3 or Precedent ſor it from the Law of 
2 in or. Laſtly, Nor can we ſuffer any ſuch Kind of Mar- 
bidden De- riages to paſs among us, which either as to the De- 
, views grees of Conſanguinity, or otherwiſe, in itſelf is 
unlawful, or from which there may be any juſt Re- 
flection caſt upon our Way. | 
Tel.. AS to the firſt two, they being Matters of Princi- 
AgainftUn. ples received and believed, it is not my Work here. 
d<levers. to debate them; only ſince they are received and 
owned as ſuch, ſor which we can, and have given 
our ſufficient Reaſons elſewhere, as for our other 
Principles, we ought to care, how any, by walking 
otherwiſe, bring Reproach us. Yetnotto 
them wholly by, as to the firſt ; beſides the Teſtimony 
of the Spirit of God in our Hearts, 'which is the 
original Ground of our Faith in all Things, we 
have the Teſtimony of the Apoſtle Paul, 2 Cor. 
Vi. 14. Be ye not unequally yoked together, &c. Now 
it any ſhould think, it were much from this Scrip- 
ture to plead it abſolutely unlawful in any Caſe to 
join in Marriage with any, however otherwiſe 
ſober, becauſe of their not being one with us in all 
Things ; I ſhall ſpeak my Judgment. To me it- 
| appears 


| Sea. V. Church Government in Temporals. 
appears ſo, and to many more who have obtained 
Mercy ; and we think we have the Spirit of God. 
But whether it be lawful or not, I can ſay poſitively, 
it is not expedient, neither doth it edify ; and, as | 
that which is of dangerous Conf » doth give 
juſtly Offence to the Church of Chriſt : And there- 

tore no true tender Heart, will preter his private 

Love to the Good and Intereſt of the whole Body. 

As to the ſecond, in that we deny the Prieſts their Teft 2. 
aſſumed Authority and Power to Marry, it is chat P. 
which in no wiſe we can * refile from, nor can we Har | 
own any in — it being a Part of our 
Teftimony againſt the Uſurpations of that Genera- 
tion, who never yet, that I ever heard of, 
produce any Scripture-Proof, or Example for it. 
And ſecing, none can . Conſcience in the 
Matter, for they themſelves confeſs, that it is no 
Part of the Eſſence of Marriage; if any 
to be among us, ſhould through Fear, Intereſt, or 
Prejudice to the Truth, come under and bow to that 
Image, have we not Reaſon to deny ſuch laviſh 
and ignoble Spirits, as mind not Truth and its 
Teſtimony ? | 

Laſtly, Seeing, if any walking with us, or 
3 RD —— ſnould _ or diſor- Aide 

r t 5 El I witnmn Degrees Degrees of 
of Fer. roy which the Law of God forbids, — 
4 that either Party ſhould —— formerly = Pre- en- 

any Tye or Obligation to ot or any other 5. . 
vaſt Diſproportion, which might bring a juſt Reflec- © * 
tion upon us trom our Oppoſers; can any blame us 
for taking Care to prevent theſe Evils, oy appointing 
that ſuch as ſo deſign, make known their Intentions 
to theſe Churches, or Aſſemblies, where they are it 10 
moſt known, that if any know juſt Cauſe of Hin- 
drance, it may be mentioned, and a timely Check 
put to the Hurt, either by ſtopping it, it 3 


— — mn. 
1 


: 
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* Fiz recede, or go back from. 


againſt us, are ſorry, we ſhould proceed io orderly, 
and would rather we ſhould fuffer all manner of Ir- 
regularities and Abominations, that might have 
the more to ſay againſt us. Bat the folid and real 
Reaſuns we have for our Way herein, will ſufficient- 
ly plead far us in the Hearts of all ſober Men; 
and moreover, the Teſtimony of God's Spirit in 
our Hearts, doth abundanzly confirm us hoth 
* the Folly of the one, and the Enyy of the 


4 Our Fourthly, There being nothing more needtul than 

| Caro for 82 e after 
refloring they are into it; o nothing more cer- 
— tain, than that the great Enemy af Man's Saul ſecks 
daily, how he may draw back again, and catch thoſe, 

who have in ſome meaſure eſcaped his Snares, and 

known Peliverance from z therefore do we 


allo meet together, that we may receive an Oppor- 
b tunit y 


= 1 Ei ; _ hs 1 
* 
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—_— to — re have fallen oder bs 
. otherwiſe ſeparate them from — 


if we did not fo, we might be uſtly blamed as 
NO el, HA This Wks to one 
unre 3 18 0 ity © 

chat LAs, Wh Bode have milly 5 * 


= and which hath been our Care all 
came the le of God, to avoid; 


ſuch Things as 
cher bver er moch over any 
to deal roundly with the Petlots 
e Hoy the 'Scandal in * 
before wg . to whoſe Khowicic LM, 

: Yet judge we got ourſelves . to 
— or pabliſh that ur the Street of KAKe! 
which makes the Danybitrs ef the Unitircumitiſet ve- 
Ms or ſtrene 5 hd Runter in their Ob- 
durateneſs, © Teal mr tþoh the 'Failings of che 
Saints, than itnitate their true R * 
cherefore where we find an unfeigumg Ret $4 
the Lord, we deſire not to tetflember that, 1 7 
the Lord Hah forgotten; vor yer t6 e Oka, £ 
in the Way of the Weak, 'thar they may Rumble Ro 
upon them. 2 


And therefore I conclude, that our Ce u th 5 


theſe Things alſo, is moſt nercfful, and a Parc 
that Order and Government, which the Church 
Chriſt never was, nor can be 'without ; as doth 


— — appear by divers Scriptures heretofore = 


4 
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| How far this Smits lth 9 in Mar- 
ters Spiritual and purely Conſcientious. | 


Hus far I have conſidered the Order and 
Things and its A Church, as it reſpects out- 
Things; its Au in condemning or 
1 which in themſelves are 
evil, as being thoſe, which none will readily juſtify : 
The Neceſſity of which Things is ſuch, that few but 
will acknowledge the Care and Order in theſe Caſes 
to be commendable and expedient. 
Now I come to conſider the Things of another 
Kind, which either verily are, or are ſuppoſed, to 
de Matters of Conſcience, or at leaſt, wherein Peo- 
le may lay Claim to Conſcience in the acting or 
of them, In which the great Queſtion is, 
How far in ſuch Caſes the Church 9 
Orders, or Rules ? How fr ber Authoriy reached 

how. og Bag 


or may be ſu 
83 Ana, 


8 
amination of which, it will be fit to c 8 
. Firſt, Whether the Church of Chriſt have Power 
mA Caſes, that are Matters of Conſcience, to give 


tive Sentence and Deciſion, which may be ob- 
Believers? - 


Queſt, 11, dere upon Bee in what Caſes and Reſpekts ſhe 


Leu Wherein conſiſteth the Freedom and 


berty of Conſcience, which may be exerciſed by 
the Members of the true Church diverſly, without 


„ La bo wk 

laſtly, In whom the Power deciſive is in 
. Caſe of Controverly, or Contention in ſuch Matters ? 
— W hich will alſo lead us to obſerve the vaſt 
WHT 739-7 ; | Difference 


ward 
. removi ſuch Thi 
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| Difference betwixt us and the-Papifts, and others in 
this Particular. 


have Power in any Caſes, that are Matters of Con- 
ſcience,” to give a 5 3 
which may be obligatory 8 — 
\ I anſwer affirmatively, ſhe hath z and hall p 

it from. divers Inſtances, both from | 


: 


r — 
, and its. Power and Influence 


FT 


of 
but the hath P 
d Gd e clue . — 
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As to the firſt, Whether the Church of Chrift Quatics 4 
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and fuch Doctrines to be wrong, with which we can- 
not have Unity, nor yet any more ſpiritual Fellow- 
| — —— 
ves Members ving the 
Bond, by which they were linked to the Body. Now 
this cannot be accounted Tyranny and Oppreſſion, 
=o more than in = civit Socieryy if'one of the Society | 
ſhall contradict one or more of the fundamental Ar- 


is —— — — As 
The be- if a Body be into one Fellowſhip by the 
lever of Belief of certain Principles, he that comes to be- 
LIM lieve — 2 ſcattereth himſelf : for 


Le 


COINS, | 


Add is fot this Obligatory os 27 hw ents, 
= are concerned in the like Care, as to 
Ives, to hold the Right, and ſhur our the 
Wrong? 


* 


Wrong I cannot tell, if any Man of Reaſon can 
well deny. this? However, I ſhall prove it next from 

the Teſtimony of the Scripture. ; 73 
Gal. i. 8. Bui thoug 


Tinte 20. Holding Faith and bre 
i | baving pul away, concerning Faith, 
laue made Shipwrack, of whom is Hymæneus and 

Alexander, whom I have delrvered unto Satan that 


and 
be. Ct 
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deny them? We muſt not think, 
le wanted Charity, who will have 
and Alexander 
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Old, and the Preachers of the everlaſting Goſpel in 
this Day, had told all People, however wrong they 
found them in their Faith and Principles, Ou, Cha- 
ng tity and Love is ſuch, we dare not judge you, nor 
oy ſeparate from you; but let us all live in Love toge- 
% ther, and every one enjoy his own Opinion, and all 
um in will be well: How ſhould the Nations have been ? 
i= Or what Way can they be brought to Truth and 

Righteouſneſs? Would not the Devil love this Doc- 

trine well, by which Darkneſs and I 


rc 


ed, and uncondemned ? If it was needful then 


prove, without ſ to tell the High En 
988 Jews, That t 

ubborn and ftiff-necked, and always reſiſted Holy 

Ghoſt, without being guilty of Impoſition and Op- 
, or Want of true Love and Charity ; and 

r 


Day, to ve, and cry out againſt the Hireli 

Prieſts, to tell the World openly, both Profel 

ſors and P That they were in Darkneſs and 
Ignorance, out of the Truth, and Aliens 


from the Common- wealth of Jfael; if God has 
gathered a People by this Means into the _ of 
one and the ſame Truth, muſt not they, if 
turn and depart from it, be admoniſhed, 
and condemned, yea, rather than thoſe that are not 
yet come to the Truth, becauſe they crucify afreſh 
unto themſelves the Lord of Glory, and put him to 
open Shame? It ſeems, the A judged it very 
.  needful, they ſhould be fo dealt with, Tit. i. 10. 
when he lays, pro N 2 
= _. and Deceiuers, eſpecially the Circumciſion, 
whoſe” Mouths muſt be / Were ſuch a 
Principle to be received or — that in the 
Church of Chriſt no Man ſhould be ſeparated from, 
no Man condemned or excluded the Fellowſhip and 


The Anarchy of the Ranters, ben, Sed. VE 
convince Gainſayers. If the-Apoſtles of - Chriſt af 


, Error. 
and Confuſion, might ſtill continue in the Earth un- 


for the Apoſtles of Chriſt in the Days of Old to re- | 


Communion- of the Body, for his Judgment or 
Opinion in Matter of Faith ; then what Blaſphe- 
mies fo horrid, what Hereſies ſo damnable, what 
Doctrines of Devils, but might harbour itſelf in the 
Church of Chriſt ? What Need then of ſound 
ch OE 
convincing exhorting Gainſayers, if to gainſa 
be no Crime ? Where ſhould the 1 i 
Abo- 


be? Were not this an Inlet to all Manner 
minations? And to make void the whole T 

of Chriſt — his A e - render 
the Goſpel of none give a Li to 
the unconſtant and giddy Will of Man to — ee 
alter, and overturn it at his Pleaſure? So that from 
all that is above-mentioned, we do conclude, 
That where a People are gathered into the 
Belief of the Principles and Doctrines of the 

of Chriſt, if any of that People . 
Principles, and aſſert Things falſe contrary to 
what they have already received ; ſuch as ſtand and 
abide firm in the Faith, have Power by the Spirit 
of God, after they have uſed Chriftian Endeavours 
to convince and reclaim them, upon their Obſtinacy - 
to ſeparate from ſuch, and to exclude them from 
their ſpiritual Fellowſhip' and Communion : * For 
otherways, if this be denied, farewel to all Chriſtianity, 
or to the maintaining of any ſound Doctrine in the 
Church of Chriſt. ' | W qi 
But ſecondly, Taking it for „that the 
Church of Chrift, or Aſſembly of Believers, may in 
ſome Caſes, that are Matter of Conſcience, 
nounce a' politive Sentence and Ju 2 
Hazard of Impoſition upon the Mem 


it comes 


Sed. VI. Church Government went in Spiritual, = 31 


to be enquired, In what Caſes, and how far his Ged. M. 


Power reacheth | 
T anſwer, firſt, as that which is moſt clear and 


undeniable, In the fundamental Principles and Doc 


trines of Faith, in caſe any ſhould offer to teach 
ptherways, as is above declar'd and n 
4 5 * 5 3 | 2 bas ' ome 


g2 The Avarthy of the Rajiters, Ne. Sec. VI. 
ſome may acknowledge that indeed, if any 
ae ps known and owned Principles of 
Truth, and teach otherways, it were fit to caſt out : 
and exclude fuch : But what j thou as to leſſer 
Matters, as in Principles of lefs Conſequence, or in 
an in We The? 1 
niformity in "theſe T ? For Anſwer to 
5 this, e ae, 22 
Conſider» Firſt, The Nature of the Things themſelves. 
* 1 Secondly, The Spirit and Ground they proceed 
rom. 


* Thirdly, The Conſequence and Tendency of 


But before. 1 upon theſe, I affirm, and 
that according to Truth, that as the Church and 
Aſſembly of God's 
decide by the Spirit of God I 
and weighty, without which no Decifion nor De- 
cree in whatever Matters is available, ſo the ſame 

The Deci- Church and Aſſembly alſo in other Matters of leſs 
gon of ef Moment, as to themſelves, yet being needful and 
les Mo- expedient with a ref to the Circumſtance of 


III. 


ponein @ Time, Place, and ot may fall 
the Church , y in, 
pbligatory, may, "and hath Power by —— Spirit, and not 


other ways, being acted, moved, and aſſiſted, and 
led by it thereto, to pronounce a a poſitive Judgment: 
; Which, no doubt, will be found obligatory upon 
"> all ſuch, who have a Senſe and Feeling of the 
Mind of the Spirit ; though rejected by ſuch as are 
not watchful, and ſo are out of the Feeling and 
Unity of the Life. And 'this is that, which none 
that own immediate Revelation, or a being inwardly 
led by the Spirit, to be now a- Thing expected or 
. - - diſpenſed to the Saints, can, without contradicting 
their one Princip'e, deny; far leſs fuch, with whom 
] have to do in this Matter, who claiming this Pri- 
vilege to Particulars, ſay That = — 
moved to do ſuch and ſuch n Kung 
trary to the Min and Seve of ter Bree, an 
noc 
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* Conſcience, as judging Circumciſion to be ſtill obli- 


| end Barnabas, and certain other of them, ſhould go un- Cd 
Spirit of God at Antioc b, to 


ney ; yet we fee, they judged it meet in this Matter 


oft VI Church Gevernment in Speritual.”— $3 © 


not to be j for it 3 adding, Why may it not 
be ſo, that hath moved them to it? Now if 
this be a ſufficient Reaſon for them to as to 
one or two, I may, without Abſurdity, ſuppoſe it 
as well to the whole Body. And therefore, as to 
the firſt, to wit, . 


: 
= 


and in and ** oach 
a viſible Schilm and — 


of Circumciſion. For here lay the Debate: Some 
thought it not needful to circumciſe the Gentiles ; 
others thought it a Thing not to be diſpenſed with: 
And no doubt of theſe, tor we muſt remember, they 
were not the rebellious. eus, but ſuch as had already 
believed in Chriſt ; there were, that did it out of 


For they faid thus; Except ye be circum- 


They determined, that Paul . 
and Elders about this Caſe to 2 

le they wanted the Ialce 

ve decided the Mat · from the 


ter, neither that theſe Apoſtles neglected or went 
ſrom their inward Guide, in undertak ing this Jour- 


to Jeruſalem, unto the Apeſtles 
Queſtion, We muſt not fu 


to have the Advice and Coacurrenco of hs 


ined : | (- 4.407 85142 
Rom, xii. 16. Be of the ſame Mind one towards 


N * 


1 Cor. i. 10. Now 7 . Bretbren, | 
ſt, that ye all 


Phil. ii. 2. Fulfil ye my Foy, that ye be bike mind- 
ed, having the ſame Love, being of one Accord, of one 


And yet more remarkable is that of .the 


Verſe 16. Nevertheleſs, 8 we have already 
r I I RORe PR let us mind the 
Verſe 17. Brethren, be Followers. together. of me, 
and mark them which walk ſo, as ye have us for an 


A erty en 


in Things, wherein they have not yet attained ; 
| yet 


- ſay, all Things proceeding from this Root and 


Wy 
* 
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be concludes, muſt walk ſo, ha We". 
im for, an — 4 and fo W not end Tan: 


contrary, or otherw And therefore, we conclude, Exe 
that whereas any in the Church of God ws 
Conſcience 'or tion, ſhall ariſe to teach a 


ctiſe, however ' inſignificant or ſmall in the- 
Elves, whether Principles or Practices, yet if oo 
1 to ſuch, as are already received as true, 
and confirmed by God's Spirit in the Hearts of the 
Saints, and that the introducing of theſe 34 & 
tend to bring Reproach upon the Truth, as ; 
as are not edifying in themſelves, and fo ramble, 
the: Weak ; thoſe who have a true and right Diſ- 
N may in, and by the Power of God, autho- 

— — and no otherways, condemn and Judge 

ſuch And they ſo doing it, it will be 
ligatory upon all the Members, that have a true 
Senſe, becauſe they will feel it to be fo, and there- 
fore ſubmit to it. And thus far as to the Nature of 
themſelves. * - 

Secondly, as to the Spirit and Ground they pro- conſdera- 
ceed from. Whatſoever Innovation, Difchee, tion 2. 
or divers A whether in Doctrine or Prac- 
tice, not from the pure moving of the 
Spirit of God, or is not, done out of pure Tenderneſs What pro- 
of Conſcience, but either from that, which being fra at 
puft up, affecteth Singularity, and there-through Spirit of 
would be obſerved, commended, and exalted ; or ©9%.,t2 be 
from that, which is the Malignity of ſome Humours and den, 
and natural Tempers, which will be contradicting - 
without Cauſe, and ſecretly uns — Diviſions, » =» 
Aniaiolides, —— by whi the Udiyand: | 
unteigned Love of the — | is lefſened or rent; 


Spirit, however little they may be ſuppoſed to be of 
themſelves, are to be guarded againſt, withſtood, - 
and denied, as hurtful to the true Church's Peace, 
and a Hindrance to the W of Truth. 1 
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2 Frm _- 
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r ng ER in 
hings that are ſeen ſo to 


'hings from ſuch a Spirit: Which I know not 
| againſt, any that will, it being con to the expreſs 
heſies of the Scripture, and the. Experience of the 
P - 
Diterners Church in all Ages, as may appear from Mat. xxiv. 
Ceprove 24. AAS xv. 54. 1 Tim. iv. 5. 2 Tim. iii. 8. Mart 
and warn. xiii, 21, 22. 2 Pet. ii. 19. Or on the other Hand, 


that thoſe that abide faithful, and have a — 
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o the M to break the Bands and Unity of he 
2 ol » wherein they are banded God and, 
his Truth, e i as ſtand in 


Wicked. * teouſneſs, by in * many 
obey, unto Ri — 5 9 whereby they be- 
come diſ-united nd per 1 . 


nions, with whom cbs ane 
in the contrary and A Nature. And ! xr 
prov. 20. bleſſed are thay that are ſent forth of the Lord to 
0g ſcatter here, that they may gather into the Unity of 
the Life: And they are bleſſed, that in this Ref 
even for Righteouſneſs Sake, are ſcattered 
parated from their Brethren z that they may come 
> a Me edict nd Ret hon 
the Light; from which none ought to ſcatter, + nor 
to be but be more and more 
thereunto. And this leads me to what I propoſed 
in the third Place under this Head of the true 
Churches Power in Matters Spiritual, or purely 
conſcientious ; which may be thus abjected : 
Que If thou ed fo canch"tor as Oban ths 
® 3 ſmalleſt Mate, wherein conſiſteth the Freedom 
and Liberty of the Conſcience, which may be exer- 
ciſed by he Members of the true Church diverſly, 
without judging one another ? 
Aafwer, In Anſwer to this Pro Tag I affirm, firſt in 
general; that whatſoever Thing may be ſuppoſed to 
proceed from the ſame Spirit, though divers in its 
Appearance, tending to the ſame of Edifica- 
tion, and which in Tengency of it * not a 
real Ground for Diviſion or Diſſention of Spirit, 
Fellow. Members ought not only to bear one ano- 
ther, but Lee, one another in them. 

No the Reſpects wherein this may be, I can 
deſcribe no better "on the Apoſtle Paul doth 22 
cipally in two Places, which therefore will he 
conſider at Length for the opening of this Matter 
this being one of the weightieſt Points per ag 
thio Subject. Becauſe as on * one * 


" Set, VE,” Church Government in , 3 


bearance ought to be exerciſed in its right Place ;/ ſo 
on the other, the Devices and Das Brinn 


of the Enemy creeping in here ought tobe guarded, 


The firſt is, 1 Cor. xii. from Verſe. 4 00 31. 
thus: 

Verſe 4. Now there are Diver ſujes of Gifts, du p. ge 
the ſame Spirit. 2 

Verſe 5. And there are Differences of Aininifre =; 
tions, but the ſame Lord. 

Verſe 6. And there are Diverſities of Operations, he hue 
but it is the ſame God that worketh all in all, >»: 

Verſe 7. But the Manifeſtation of the Spirit is given — 
to every Man to profit withal. " 

the Spirit the Word 


Verſe 8. For to one is giv * 
Wiſdom, to another the Þ Word of Knowledge by the 
Spirit; 

Verſe 9. — by ale fame Spirit, 10 
another the Gifts of Healing 11 ane? pirit. 

Verſe 10. To another the Working of Miracles, to. 
anotber Prophecy, io another Dikeraing of Spirits, 10 2 
another divers Kinds of Tongues, to another the Inter- 
pretation of Tongues. 

Verſe 11. But all theſe worketh that one and the 


4 Spirit, dividing to every Man ſeverally, ae 


Verſe 12. For as the Body is one, and bath many -As many 
Members, and all the * aa of that one Body being Menon” 
_ are one Body, ſo alſo is Chriſt, 

erſe 13. For by one Spirit are we all baptized in- 
to one Body, whether we be Jews or Gentiles, whether came, 
we be bond or free ; and bave been all made to drink 
into one Spirit, 

Verſe 14. For the Body is not one Member, but 


dy concur 
28 
holding the 


"Verſe 15. If the Foot ſhall ſay, becauſe I am not 
the Rand, 1 am wot of the Body; is therefore nt of 
ſhe Body f 


Verſe 


wy And the Eye cannot ſay unto the Hand, 
J have mo Need of thee ; nor again, the Head 10 the 
Feet, I bave no Need of you : 

2 oe Jo Sb mop 7 
W ſeem to be more feeble, 8 

erſe 23. Aud thoſe Members of the Body, which 
we think to be oſs beneurable, eh Arr 
abundant Honour, and our uncomely Parts have more 
abundant Cometineſs. . 

Verſe 24. For our comely age od. 


But God hath tempered the Body 2 
4 more abundant Honour - "2 Fes | 
cked : 
Verſe 25. That there ſhould be no Schifm in the 


— but that the Members ſhould bave the ſame Care 
another. 


"Vet 26. And whether one Member „ all the 
Members ſuffer with it; or one Member bonoured, 
all the Members rejoice with it. 


FE. + 11 27. 3 of Chrift, and Mem- 


. nd God hath oe oe þ in the Church, 
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Government, Diver ſities of Tongues 
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Ward of IWiſdom, to another the Word 
by the ſame Spirit : Firſt, here are two di 
but not con 
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* , 3 8 1 yes * g 1 = 
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ob 

e 
Secondly, there r — 

, y, there may 

like Gai i the Senfe afore · mentioned, be 

here ſuppoſed; as, ſome may want this Gift of 

Wiſdom and Knowledge, and ſo to have, is 

to want, though as to theſe two, none may be ab- 


ſolutely faid to want them; yet all _ 
in the ſame Degree, as a ſpecial Gift; though as 


2 rer 
of Miracles n ion ot Tongues. 
ſhould I ſuppoſe fach & Contratiery or more pro- 
n as to Wiſdom to oppoſe 
oll 

an 


, and to Knowledge utter z thix were 
ition not to be admitted of in the Body, 
it were falſe to ſuppoſe, that to proceed from 


beca 


the ſame Spirit. And ſuch Contrarieties or Diver- 


Diverſities 


— Works 
Glens — 
Body, 


er, grudge and repine at ſuch as are ſet hi 


manifeſt, where he draws to a 


fities, as cannot juſtly be ft ed to proceed from 
the ſame Spirit of God, wh is the Bond that links 
together, cannot be mutually entertained in the Body. 
So the Differences and Diverſities which-the Apoſtle 
admits of, while he fi urge in this Matter, are, 
that none ought to be offe at his Brother, that 

he hath not the ſame Work and Office in the Body, 
that he hath ; but that every one keep in his own 
Place, as God hath appointed them; that neither 
they that are ſet in a higher Place, deſpiſe them 
that are ſet in a lower; nor they that are in a 5 
But 
all work in their —_— TE fication 
of the whole. Ar that the A intends this, is 

uſion, Verſe 27. 
Now ye are the Body of Chrift, and Members in par- 
ticular, and God hath ſet ſome in the Church, firſt 


r 


4e, bee 
ſumes, fre all Apoſt 
Which the finie Pau 
8. 11, to the. 17th, 
1 intended and ſhall onl 
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— 2 to the Coane Faith. 

Verſe 7. Or Miniſtry, let us wait on our Miniftring ; 
or be that teacheth, on | 
Verſe 8. Or be that exhorteth, on Exbortation : He , 
I let him do it with Simplicity ; be that 2 
K ruleth, 


Tels Lune Office he dorh, thoagh bebe 
not called to it; here is a Breach of Chriſtian Liber- 
upon it. Now all Schiſms and 


rhe Frye 

exerciſing in their Place, _ 
them, others riſe up and ju 
draw them ſrom it; both of w 
| and may be 
1 | Chriſt. As 1 Cor. iv. 3, 4. 
3 Paul wro 
| | 

| 


ngfully.: 3 John 9. w 
himſelf above his Place, judged w 
We ſee then, what Diver ſities be 
Church of — 

Gift 
divers Places t 


1 ſame Body for the Edification of itt ande 
'Y being here in his own Station, his 
1 


D and to be in 
and more eminent, would but 

hee) ch. ny And fo in this there ought to 

„that there may neither be 


— 2 DEG INS this Nature, which is 
Eng and univerlal, and for the Exerciſe whereof 
| 71mg and will ſtill be a Nerd, fo long as there is an 
thering or Church of Chriſt upon the Earth, 
is a certain Liberty, and Forbearance alſo,” 
more particular, and has a Relation to the Circum- 
_ Times and Places, which will not hold 
univerſally ; 


2 Tn 


r X-tzE£Ez if. -.. 


ek 1 Jane th Example of d 5 
primitive Church, teſtified by the Scriptures in tw] ¾]· 
or three - Particulars, The firſt was, in — 
Circumciſion to the Fews for a Time, and not dnl 


ſo, but alſo divers others of the legal and ceremo- — 


nial Purifications and Cuſtoms, as may appear A ᷑ 
xxi. Verſe 21, 22, 23, 24, Sc. The ſecond was, ö! 


In the Obſervation of certain Days, Rom. xiv. g. 
Meats, 1 Cor. 


And the third, In the abſtaining 
viii. throughout : Here the A 
recommends a Forbearance, 
neſs of ſome z for he ſays 
be found in all the Scriptures of the 
theſe Things ſuch weak ones were exerciſed in, were 
Things indiſpenſibly neceſſary, or that it had been 
e they had not been under ic of me 

es, providing it had been from a Principle 0 true 
Clearels, and 0 of Faith. 


ee not diſpenſe with all its Ceremonies 
C And to — the Apoſtle holds forth a 
twofold Forbearance. 


Firſt, A certain Complimes by ſuch Believers, as L 
were gathered out from the Jews z though they ſaw Tenn 

over theſe Things, yet it was fit they ſhould conde- 

ſoend ſomewhat to their Countrymen and Brethren, 


who were weak. 

Secondly, The like Forbearance in the Gentiles, 1. 
not to judge them in theſe Things : But we ſes, that 
it was not allowed for ſuch weak Ones to pr 


theſe Scruples, or draw others into them z and that 
whenas -any of the Churches of the Gentiles, who 


wanted this Occaſion, would have been exerciſing 
this Liberty, or pleading for it, the Apoſtle doth 


downrightly condemn it, as I ſhall make appear in 


all the three Inſtances above-mentioned, 
K 2 Fiſt, 


Next again, theſe A cts of Forbearance were done in ret 
a Condeſcenſion to the Weakneſs of ſuch; upon whom Forbear 
the antient, and (in its Seaſon) truly deſerved * — 
tion of the Law had ſuch a deep Impreſſion, that Eke. 


woo? ary; rag 


not any where, nor can it 
1, that 


has ToGeaells 
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SzcTion VII. | 
_ Concerning the Power of Dxc18ron. 


Queſtion will ariſe, W the proper ] 

udges, pc map” Has tf rep. Fae 
troverly ? And this is that which I | 

the next Place to treat of, as being the ſpecifick Dif- E164 

ference, and diſtinguiſhing Property of the Church © + 

of Chriſt from all other Anti-chriſtian A ſſemblies and 

Churches of Man's building and framin 


eee 
to this Propoſition: only proper o Spirit 
troverſies in the Church, is the Spirit of God, and drown © 


the Power of deciding: ſolely lies in it;; as having of 
the only unerring, infallible, and certain Judgment ge in the 
belonging to it. Which Infallibility is not neceſſa, Church, 
rily annexed to any Perſons, Perſon, or Places what- 

ſoever, by Virtue. of any Office, Place, or Station, 

any one may have, or have had in the Body of K 


. * fr * - - - C 2 * 
j a 7 4 * 0 g » \ | — * ** . > ' * - Q 
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* That is to ſay, that any have Ground to reaſon thus, 
= ; Becauſe I am or have been ſuch an eminent Mem- 

ber, therefore my Judgment is infullible f or, Be- 

| cauſe we are the greateſt Number; or that, We live 

in ſuch a noted or famous Place ; or the like: Tho' 

ſome of - theſe Reaſons may and ought to have their 

true Weight in caſe of contradiftory Aſſertions, as 

ſhall hereafter be obſerved, yet not ſo, as upon 

which either mainly or only the infallible Judgment 

is to be placed ; but upon the Spirit, as that which 

is the firm and unmoveable Foundation. : 

And now if T ſhould go on no further, I have 

ſaid enough to vindicate us from Impoſition, and 

from the Tyrinny, whether of Popery, Prelacy, or 

Preſbytery, or any ſuch like, we have or may, be 

branded with ; as ſhall aſter appear. 2 

But to proceed: Herein ls the Difference be- 

twixt the Diſpenſation of the Law, and the Goſpel, 

or New Covenant; for that of Old all Anſwers 

© were to be received from the Prieſts in the Taberna- 

cle. For he, that appeared betwixt the Cherybims 

Fro 25.22. there, ſpake forth his Mind to the People; and 
there were alſo Families of the Prophets, to whom 
HoC 12.10, they reſorted for the Anſwer of the Lord, though 
2 id ſometimes as a Signification of the further Glory, 

E. that was to be revealed, it pleaſed God to reveal 


"We: his Mind to ſome, even to them, who were neither 


Prophets, nor. Prophets Sons, but under the Goſpel, 
we are all to be taught of God ; that is, none are 
. excluded from his Privilege by not being of the 
Tribe of Levy, or of the Children of the Prophets: 
Though this Privilege is as truly exerciſed in ſome 
by affenting and obeying, to what God commands 
and reveals through others, they feeling Unity with 
- - 1t in the Lite, as by ſuch, who by the Revelation 
and Command of God's Spirit hold forth his Will 
to his People in certain Particulars, which the ſame 
Spirit leads and commands them to obey, So that 


ye fay, and that with a very good Ground, that 1 


Sea. V. "The Churc#s Power of: Deciflon. © * 


| Nee my 
Principle, to affirm, ment of a certain 

So Perſons in certain Caſes is intallible, or — 
a certain Perſon or Perſons to give a politive Judg- 


ment, and pronounce it as 


From ths 


igatory upon ochers, Hh, 
becauſe the Foundations and Ground thereof, is ht 


, becauſe they are infallible, but becauſe in theſe 
Thin I OE HOn In 

it. N 1 will not ſhelter 
any nh ſt 


am not bound to 

obey - the tes of. fallible Nen: Is not this 

Popery ? I not being perſwaded in myſelf. Becauſe- 

it is not to be diſobedient to them, but to the Judg- 

ment of Truth through them at ſuch a Time; and 

'one or more there not being — IE cos a 

y proceed from 1 daedinioct ai 

out of their Place, and in an Incapacity to 

hear the + Requirings, 2 thas the Thing is not re- 

quired of them ; which none can deny, but it may 

as well be ſuppoſed, as the contrary, But for the 

further clearing of this Matter, betore I conclude, 

me 90 0p” 7 ee 0m of 

lowing Pro 

F T chere never wil, nor can be want- Ahn 

ing in Caſe of Controverſy, the - Spiſtt of God to 

give . 1 through ſome or other in the «© _- 
of Chriſt, ſo long as any Aſſembiy cnn 275 

properly, or in any tolerable Suppoſition ſo 


Secondly, That God hath ordinarily, in the com- u, | 
mu of his Will under his Goſpel, — — 
ſuch whom he had made uſe of in 
Church, and in feeding and watching mo 
though not excluding others. 

Thirdly, That their de are —— meet- 

together, and givi tive Judgment in ſuch 
8 y and Uſi 


urpation, or 
an J wich the — Privilege, that all 


Chriftians * 
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will 
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Alla we he, hive the eee Uſe of be, 
his helaved Diſciple, to inform and reprove the ſeven 
Churches of fa. and no doubt, Jobs (the reſt by 
C at that Turnen 


ſufficient Warrant to allow 


ery P» 
Judge, and condemn the whale Body: Nor yet is it 

without an one's Meſſage is ſuſpect- 
ed, and called in 
Evidence, and be boftomed upon ſome very wei 
and ſolid Cauſe and Foundation. 4 604 tk 
furniſh thoſe whom he raiſes up, 
ner, of Which, as I ſaid, I Know. no Inſtance in the 


New Teſtament : And in the Old we ſee, though it 


was ſtrange, that little David ſhould himſelf to 
the great Goliah, yet he had before that killed both the 
Lion and the Bear, which was no leſs improbable ; 


and which of all is moſt obſervable, was before that 
Time by the Appointment of God, yg nan ag wy 
the Prophet anointed King of /Fael. Compare the 


xvith and xviith Chapters — the firſt of Samuel. 
4 Now as to the third, That any wo Perſons agert 
facto, or effectually gi out a tive Judg- proved. 
ment, is no incroachi Es im their 
Rrethren's Conſcience, is neceſſarily included in 


tion there will only need this ſhort Reflection. That 
tor any Member or Members in Obedience to the 
Lord to give forth a poſitive Judgment in the 


Church of Chriſt, is their proper Place and Office, 


they beiog called wii and 49 for them tO exercile 


* = 


* . 


> Hom 
yet o > ths ad Mad wie 
a 


Queſtion, N 3 > /wn 


in a ſingulat Man- 


what is ſaid before; upon which ſor 4 Proba- 


— 


415.41. 


is in many Particulars 
inſomucbh as he ſaith, 2 Theſſ, 


and Unity of the Church, Thi 


ſore- mentioned, where he commands them 
pointed, no doubt, by the Spirit of G0 


appear 

If that Peter and James their givi 
Judgment in the Caſe of Difference i 
ticulars, did not infer them to be 


being concluded 
with an Jt ſeemeth to the Holy Ghoſt, and 10 ui 1 
I fay, it ſuch would have given juſt Cauſe of Offence, 
and have been cut off as Deſpiſer of Dignitics of 
Old, will not the like Caſe now ing hold 
the ſame Concluſion ? Now whether thoſe Propoſi- 
tions do not hold the Principles before laid 
down and proved, I leave to every judicious and im- 
partial Reader to judge. | : 

Moreover we ice, how poſitive the Apoſtle Paul 


may be aſhamed, And in many more 
to obey him and ſeveral others, who we 
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from the ſame Spi 


pon the fame Baſis and 


and alfo be lawfully done upon he like 
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How this Government a 


ether differeth from 


% 


Principality of 


and other Antichriſ- 


/ 


ng 


1 


= 


the oppreſing and 


the Church of 


Rome, | 
of 


inions, and the Princes 


devoted to the See of 
n's Dom 


4 


5 Catbedrs 7 errare, licet abſque Concilio'; that 


5 without. a Counc 
who 


| thr Anarthy of Vie Renters, "bee. "TT. Y 


of — and Genaraiey of al hu: | 
— 9 | 


is, That the Pope in bis Chair cannot err, though 
7: Orof thok char — 


„ eu e plead this Infallibility in the Pope and Coun- 
 cil lawſully convened, yet by the moſt zealous 


I. 


II. 


+... way of Doubt, they reckon a Breach 
Command; as on the other Hand à Matter 
mit, implicitly to receive and believe them, however 


to the intrinſick or real Truths of the Aren w 


are reckoned petty Schiſmaticks 3 I ſay, whatever 


Way we take them, all thoſe that do profeſs. them 


Pots ſelves Members of 


the Romi/h Church; and are © 
far ſuch, as to underſtand their! own ne do 
ionably acknowledge. | 

Firſt, That no 


called, without the Biſhop 


Vicar and Peter's Succeſſor call it.. 
Secondly, That either he himlelf, or ſome for 
him as bis Legaces, muſt be thre preſent and always 


Third, That the Members evi 6 han 
made up of Biſhops, or Pre/byters, * 


ion . 
ers, from the ſeveral Orders, being uf the Clergy. 


Fourthly, That whats coochded on by Plurality 
gar, rſt gere be ſuppoſed to be the Judge 
tes, muſt nece u to 
— of the malle e Spit * 
Fifthly, That all the Members of the Church are 
bound im plicitly to receive and believe it, becauſe 
7 to be accounted lawful 
in the Reſpects above-mentioned, without Regard 


ſcribed, or bringing them in at Reſpect hangs jo: 
e the Spirit of God in thernſtives, 
or the Scriptures Teſtimony, 8 or 
Diſagreement with Truths formerly Beſteved and 


received: For ſo much as to prove or try them 
a we ff 


* 


inconſiſtent with the Teſtimony of the Spirit in ones 
own Heart, with Scri Truth and _ 
| 9898 1618 VI. 
of Chriſt in that ſimple Capacity, a Clergy- 
man, or the Ambaſſador of forne Kin „Sc. can 
be admitted to fir, vote, or give his Judgment. 
_—_— Thar it is in no Reſpect to be ſuppoſed, 
that any Mem 


$ 
by — 


VII. 


vin. 


re 1 — 
e 
ow if to every 
has al ebed Men know the and 
Abuſes of the Romiſb Church conſiſt, be to be Po- 
Fiſh; then indeed may we be ſuppoſed to be one 
with the Papiſts in this Matter, no otherwiſe © 
So that the very mentioning of theſe Things is ſuf- 
ficient to ſhew the Difference betwixt us and them, 
But ff any will needs plead our Agreement with 
En at es Ce 
apiſts affirm an ibility of ment 
in the Chath of Chriſt, and ſo do you ; therefore 
you are one with Papiſts. : 
I anſwer, that es no more our Oneneſs in Anſwer t. 
this Matter, than if it ſhould be faid, The Papiſts 
plead that God ought to be worſhipped, and ſo do 
you ; therefore ye agree : Notwithſtanding of the 
vaſt Differences as to that, which is known not only 
betwixt us and them, but betwixt them and all Pro- 
| Heflants, who agree more with them in the Matter 
ot Worſhip, than we do. 
Next again, Infallibility in the Church, according anvv. 2. 
wwe hold b, ad 1 hve above define it, no Man 
| 11 | upon 


ir 
ä to lay, 
4 .. infallible Judgment? Indeed, this is fo far 
| Popery, that it reſolves in a 


13 wadictory to them. The Romaniſts ſay, 


infallible Spirit always accom 
viſible Proteſſors, and is I the external Suc- 


— . — — 


and al. in — private ments, 


wardly profeſſing the Catbolic Faith, 
to the Church, oC Partakers of the infal- 


lible Spirit. We fay contrary, That where 
there 1s 7 * Value af of oY 4 1 
neſs of Judgment in the particular Mem 
cannot by Virtue of any outward Call or Succeſſion 
they have, or any Profeſſion they make, or Autho- 
rity they may pretend to, ſo much as claim an Intereſt 
o 

e Spirit. | 

8 EIS FRO er es 
Church, but ſuch as are led and guided by the Spirit 
| Se nn. Pope. the Red, Fine 26 alien; 
The infat. that where there is —_— le ſo gather- 
— ed, who are not any to retain juſtly the Name 
whereit is, of the Church of than they are led and 


guided by his Spirit, or a Church fo K and 
dcſigned, there is ſtill an infallible J So 
that this Infallibility is not annexed to i© Perſons, 


222 to the bare viſible Profefſion, 
TT 


ee... A em. 


_ EE” — 2a 


For r. or at leaft 2 


the Truth of the Scriptures, 25 to the _ 7 —— 


in Queſtion the Immortality ot the Soul, and 


" y g * 
fingly and alone to the true, real, and effectual 
Work of Sanctiſi cation and Regeneration, the new 
— a 
ſpiritual Man, which the Apoſtle faith, judges all 
Things, 1 Cor. ii. 25, To affirm, there is an In- 
bility here, cannot well be condemned by any, 


they meet 
to certain Rules above declared, there is an Infalli- 
bility to their Concluſions, and they cannot 
but decide what is right; or rather, what they de- 
cide muſt needs be ſuppoſed to be 
not here a vaſt Diſſ tion ? 

Now we differ 
to the 'very Baſis and Foundation upon which we 
build; that not only from the Church of Rome, 
but alſo from the Generality of Proteſtanis in this 
Matter. All Proteftants. do acknowledge a General 
Council to be uſeful, yea, neceſſary, in the Caſe of 
Diviſion or Debate ; let us conſider the Baſis' 
which they z and the Streſs they lay upon it. 

Firſt, All jointly, both the Prelatical and Preſ- 


brought forth in the Heart: And this is the 


right. Who ſeeth | 
rein fundamentally, that is, as - 


The Con- 
ſtitution af 


a Synod or 
General 
Council 
among —y 


—t, Prote. 


byterial, will have this Synod or Council to conſiſt . 


of N Convocation of the Clergy, choſen and ſent 
M 2 from 


. F.. 


The Anarchy of the Ranters, Kr. ect. VIII. 


from the particular Congregations, with ſome few 
k Elders, called together by the Civil MagiGrate, 


in Caſe he be one in Judgment with them, 


of Votes. And 


They decide by the Plurali 
* — abſolute Infallibility, in 


ng oro wry ge 


Sr 
— reckon obligatory 
ſuppoſed Conſonancy to the Scripture : And bn: 


doaffirm, hat the Civil — Power 66 cone 
ſtrain all to ſubmit and obey ; or elſe to puniſh them 
eicher by Death, Baniſhment, Impriſonment, Con- 
fiſcation of Goods, or ſome other Pain ; 
even though ſuch be perſwaded, and offer to make 
appear, that the Deciſions they refuſe, are mera 
to the Scriptures. 

And laſtly, the Papiſts, none; 
otherwiſe confeſſed to be a M of the Church 
both knowing and ſober, except commiſſioned in 
ſome of the Reſpects above declared, can be ad- 
— vote, and give his Judg 1 1 

Any that will be at the Pains to Ber gadg 
ion I before laid of the Inf; 171. 
t. in that we may account on » dome | 
ed Wks Church of Chriſt, will eaſily ſee the: great 


* ·”ͤ N Difference betwixt us; which I ſhall ſum up in theſe 


== 


II. 


III. 


Particulars: 

Firſt, Do we exclude any Member of the Church 
of Chriſt, that may be . rr 
his dec; 

ly, Do we ſay, Man ought to be 
hone {a bs One ue Tate ni 
ri 

Thirdly, Do we plead, that Deciſion is to paſs 
concluſive, becauſe of the Plurality of — 9 2 

And much more, which the Reader ma 
from what is already mentioned: Wh der . 
be all more obvious at one View, will appear — 
has clearly by this following 12 which will 


Sire 


the Reader R K 6 akg. what 
pride te Opn 


I. The RoManisTrs 
Or fay, * 


1 In- 
2 in the Church ; 
b Infallibility is, when 
calls a General 


. dec. 


that whatſoever they con- 


clude and agree upon, 
muſt needs be the infal- 
lible 
rit of God, becauſe of the 
Promiſe of Chrift, That 
he would never ſuffer the 
Gates of Hell to ail 
his Church. 

2. And that the Pope 
and Council, made 


ing one outward — 
for, and 
according 10 —— 


> yan are that Church, 


ſtands in its full —— 


and Vigour. 


3. So 


of the Spi- 


certain of the Clergy, —4 


to which that Promiſe is 


IT. The Generakity of 


PROTESTANTS ay 


That 
* 


all 


may 


err; — — mi. Conf, 
are needful for the Edi. . 
fication of the Church. 


That ſuch do conſiſt of a 
Convocation of the Cler- 
BY» with mon yp La- 
icks particularly choſen. 
That all — 

thoſe ſo elected, Ah 
not any Right to Vote 
or give Judgment. 


That ſuch an Aſ- 
embiy ſoconſtituted, may 
miniſterially determine 
Con of Faith, 
Caſes of Conſcience, 
Matters of Worſhip, and 


authoritatively determine 


the ſame. The Deciſion 
is to be by Plurality 
of Votes, without any 
neceſſary Reſpect to the 
inward Holineſs or Re- 
or of the Per- 
if ſo be, they be 
outwardly called, ordain- 
ed and inveſted 3 
Place and Capacity, 
gives them an Au — 
to be Members of ſuch an 


Aﬀembly, 8. What 


84 The Anarchy of the Renters, 68 Sal. VIIL 
| A 80 that there le an 3. What they thus de- 
ation upon the whols cide, as they judge ac- 
75 of the Church to cording to the — . 
” thei Decrees : And ought to be received with 
2 us do not, are not Reverence, and ſubmit- 
only certainly damned for ted to: And thoſe that 
their Diſobedience, but that do not, 3 


II. The Qu AKERS hy, 
cruly 


TheSanti- 1. That whereas none 
fied Mem- 
bers. 


accounted the Church of Chri 


—— 4 — 
inward Revelation of his Spirit, not by o 
Ordination or Succeſſion, from which none 


ir any Difference, there will be an infallible —— 2 
— the Spirit of God, which may be in a General 
Aſſembly z yet not limited to it, as excluding others: 
And may prove the Judgment of the Plurality ; yet 
not to be decided thereby, as if the Infallibility were 
placed there excluding the fewer. In which Meet- 
ing or Aſſembly upon ſuch an Account, there is no 
Limitation to be of Perſons particularly choſen; but 
e e eee reckoned of the 


Church, 


* reer Rome 


= 


Judgment "© 
that the A — of Truth, 

cannot be wanting in a Church, whe- 
ther it be given through one or more, ought to be 
ſubtnitted to, not becauſe ſuch Perſons give it, but 
becauſe the Spirit leads ſo to do: every one 
coming to in themſelves, will willingly and naturally 
aſſent to. And if any Diſobedience or Un- 
clearneſs, do not all that the Church ought to do 
ſhe is to deny them her —— Fellowſhip; i 
Caſe the Nature of their Diſobedience be of that 
Con 
by no Means for Matter of Conſcience to moleſt, 
trouble, or perſecute any in the Outwards. a 

Whoever will be at the Pains, 2 theſe 
three ſeriouſſy together, I am hopeſul, will need no 
further Argument to prove the Difference, But if 


s being ſober an weighty, way be pr 


'"T 5 dn 


To be 
fubminted 
unto, | 


as may deſerve ſuch a Cenſure : But 


any will further object, What if it fall out de facto, Objeftion, 


that the Teachers, Elders, or Plurality do decide ? 
And from thence will ſay, This is like the Church 


of Rome, and other falſe Churches. It will be hard Anſwer. 


to prove that to be an infallible Mark of a 
Judgment, as we have not faid it is of a right. Ao 
indeed, to conclude it were ſo, would neceſſarily 
condemn the Church in the Apoſtles Days, where 
we ſee the Teachers _ = ſo tar as we 
can obſerve, the greater Number did agree to the 
Deciſion, Adds i. 15. For if the Thing be right, 
and according to Truth, it is ſo much the better, 
that the Elders and greater Number do agree to it; 
and if wrong, their affirming of it will not make it 
right: And truly, a Gathering, where the Elders 
and greater Number are always, or moſt frequently 
wrong, and the Younger and leſſer Number right, 
is fuch, as we cannot ſuppoſe the true Church of 
Chriſt to be. And if any will plead, that there is 
now no infallible Judgment to be expected from the 
Spirit of God in the Church, it, no doubt, will 


leave 


+: 


ref 
Rae 
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Third 
» Outwards and Inwards. The Outwards relate 
mainly to the Care of the Poor, of Widows, and 
Fatherleſs ; where may be alſo included Marriages, 
and the removing of all Scandals in Things unde- 
niably wrong: The Inwards reſpe&t an Apoſtacy 
either in Principles or Practices, that have a Pre- 
tence of Conſcience, and that either in denying ſome 
Truths already received and believed ; or aſſerting 
new Doctrines, that ought not to be received. 
Which again, to ſub- divide, may either be in 

N Things 


H E Subſtance then of what is afſerted and A Sum 
proved in this Treatiſe, reſolves in theſe fol- une: 
Particulars : 


ly, The Object of this Government is two- ut. 


IV. 


lars: which whoſoever one or more inwardly departs 


A Summary Recolletion 
Things fundamental, and of great Moment, of in 


"Things of leſs Weight in themſelves, yet proceed- 


ing from a wrong Spirit, and which in the natural and 
certain Conſequence of them tend to make Schiſms, 
Diviſions, Animoſities, and in, ſum, to break that 
Bond of Love and Unity, that is ſo needful to be 
upheld and eſtabliſhed in the Church of Chriſt. And 
here come alſo under this Conſideration all Emula- 
tions, Strifes, Backbitings, and evil Surmiſimgs. 


Fourthly, That in the true Church of Chriſt, ac- 
cording to the Definition above given of it, there 
will in ſuch Caſes of Differences and Controverſies 
ſtill be an infallible Judgment from the Spirit of 


God, either in one or other, few or more. 


Fifthly, That this infallible Judgment is only and 
unalterably annexed and ſeated in the Spirit and 
Power of God ; not to any particular Perſon or 
Perſons, Meeting or Aſſembly, by Virtue of any 
ſettled Ordination, Office, Place, or Station, that 
ſuch may have, or have had, in the Church; no 
Man, Men, nor Meeting, ſtanding or being inveſted 
in any Authority in the Church ot Chriſt upon other 
Terms, than fo Jong as he or they abide in the living 
Senſe and Unity ot the Life in their own Particu- 


from, ip/o facto, loſes all Authority, Office or cer- 
tain Diſcerning, he or they formerly have had; 
though retaining the true Principles and ſound Form, 


and, may be, not fallen into any groſs Practices, as 


may declare them generally to be thus withered and 
decayed, 


Sixtkly, That Jeſus Chriſt under the Gofpel hath 
ordinarily revealed his Will in ſuch Caſes through 
the Eiders, and Miniſters of the Church, or a Ge- 
ncral Meeting; whoſe Teftimony is neither to be 
deſpiſcd or rect ed without good Cauſe, Neither 

| is 


Of the Anarchy of the Ranters, tec. 


is their taki them really to decide, 
K 
P 3 

they are decayed, and have loſt their Diſcern- 
ing, as above. 


Seventhly, That to ſubmit and obey in ſuch Caſs, VII. 
is no detracting from the common Privilege of 
Chriſtians to be inwardly led by the Spirit, ſeeing the 
Spirit has led ſome heretofore ſo to do, yet 
may. And that every Pretence of Unclearneſs is 
not a ſufficient — for —— — — 
may proceed Obſtinacy, or a ponet- 
fed with Prejudice: Yet fay I not, any ak to do 
it, before they be clear; and who are, every Right 
will not want Clearneſs, in what they ought to do, 


And laſtly, That theſe Principles are no ways 
minted with Impoſition, or contrary to true Liberty 
3 And that fundamentally —— 

t ſurpations both Popery, Prelacy 
Preſoytery, or any other of that Nature. 5 
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Dear Friends and Brethren, 


T hath of long Time reſted with ſome 

my Spirit, for Zion's Sake, and the Peace of Je- 
ruſalem, 0 trite ing of the Nature of true 
. Spiritual Liberty: Liberty, one of the moſt glorious 
py moos f i 6 22 b 

aud frequently many. mig 
God to preſerve yon, bis People, in the right rr 
ledge and Uſe of that Liberty, which Jeſus Chriſt, the 
Captain of our Salvation, hath purchaſed for us, and 
is redeeming us into, who bath led Captivity Captive, 
and is giving Gifts to them that truly believe in bis 
Name. Cbriſt Liberty is obtain'd through Chriſt's 
Croſs ; they that would be bis Freemen, muſt be bis 
„and wear bis bleſſed Yoke. His Liberty is 
from Sin, not to Sin; to do bis Will, and not our own ; 
no, not to fpeak an idle Word. Tis nat I that live, 
ſaith the Apoſtle, but Chriſt that liveth in me, who 
bad ſet him free from the Power of Sin, and he 
Immortality to Light iz bim; whence be learned thus 
to triumph, O Death, where is thy Sting! O Grave, 
where is thy Victory! This is the perſonal Freedom 
that comes by Feſus Chriſt, to as many as receive bim 
in the Way, and for the End for which God hath grven 
bim, to wit, to be a Saviour and a Leader, ſo ſaveus 
from our Corruplions, and guide us in the narrow 2 


4 


Rr 


aid, namely, 


Bol Family, 
and by you 


To the People of the called Quakers 


bis boly Croſs, and through the gra Gate of 
1 nds may + 
have entered at this Door, are come to have Unity with 
God, and one with another ; 40 love bim above all, 
and their Neighbours as themſelves ; 3 
. —— Such will 


treat Law of their Lord and Maſter ; Love one 
another; 2 Old Commandment : 
Theſe dwell in Love, a dwell in Cad; for 


ant 


is Love.” — — Teſtimony, 
it cores up ie bas another Ma of God bath 
he Church that dwells in God, if ſhe 
wells in God, then in Love z. conſe 117 y ber ln. 
bers are in Union, of one Mind in Church Matters, 
e ſbe bay but one Head to rule ber. 

Perg this brief Diſtourſe is this Love, and it my 

be 10 Edification. - My Aim is to aſſert the Truib, di- 


telt Error, and point in tat Brotberly-kindneſs at 
Shoals and Sands ſome by Miſtake, or Over 


have and may run O Friends! 1 Wy defire, 
that 1he Spirit of — Wiſdom, and [= 
ftanding, of Merknefs, Judgment, and Merry, mity 
ever reſt 25 that blameleſly you may. de 
at Unity with #felf 16 the Lord 

Redeemer, that be over all may in you, throwgh you 
be exalted, bononred; and praiſed, who ; is 

worthy and bleſſed for ever. EH 
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LIBERTY SPIRITUAL, &c. 


Oe 2. W. WAY u en Literly? 

t is twofold ; there is a true and a falſe 
Libery, as true and falſe Spitit, the right Diſ- 
cerning « R Well- 


in the et Law of Liberty, James ii. 
otherwiſe called, Law of the Spirit of Liſe in 
Cbriſt Jeu, that makes free the Law of Sin 
and Death; elſe- where The Law of Truth 
writ in the _— benny Free _ as faith 

the Truth make you Free, then are you Free 
indeed 0 that the Liberty of God's People ſtands 


2 
8 


, and their Communion in it, and in the 
ritual Law of Chriſt Jeſus, which delivers 
them from every evil Thing that * 
bondage. In this bleſſed Liberty, it 
the Will nor Wiſdom of Man, neither ** 
in Affections and Luſts that rule, or give Law to 
Soul; fot the Minds of all ſuch as are made Free 
the Truth, are by the Truth conducted in 


luffering through the earthly Pilgrimage. 
O Queſt. 


the 


1325 


Ht 


f 


[> 


ling 

Liberty in Hrs. ork len to do 
8 upon which cometh — and 
udgment. 
Queſt. But are there not ſome Things wherein we 
ee eee. IA KA. 

are not our own, for we are bought with 
18 and in all Things ought we to glorify Gd 
with our Bodies, Souls, and Spirits, which are the 


Lord” 
1 N ae we bive & Motion o- Command 


the $ Truth for all that we do? 
yu pirit of Truth for all Things he Truth, 


Anſw. That may be according te 
which may not be by the immediage. 
Command of the Truth ; tor that is to the 

Truth, that is nao met the Mind 1 ot 
either particularly ot generally expentt., Thy 
emu the 3 + all to + raiſe ind Ces of 
God ; but nee that þ owle, wile ri ng ego 
every particular Thing, For 2 
ricty of Actions in Tradin ny Huſ- 
bandry, the Variety of Ha. T ow), for 
Fay See hm Ne ak 

$a 9 to 

or Truth, and within the holy Bounds and Limits 
of it. 

Queſt. Then it ſeems there are hv Things left to 
our Freedom ? 

Anſw. Yes ; but it muſt ſtill be according to the 
Mind (agg s Truth; There 8 Things Sn 
ſuch as to our to to our Superiors, 
to the Houſhold of rx 4 and to all Men and Crea. 
cures, theſe are in diſpenſible. There are alſo Thi 
that may be done or fe undove, mich may be 
called indifferent ; as what Sort of 
To-day, whether I will cat Fleſh, 


eat I wi 


if, er lets 


or what Hours I will cat my Meals at, — 
uc 
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| Root of Ranteri 
incumbent u 


condemned, unleſs wee Dien be 
that there may be an Ignorance, or an 
from Inability or Inca ry ru or à dark . 
and an Ignorance and Inſenſibility, from See 


a Senſe for or 
art in doubt. 
. 

Heart? Anuſw. That is of all Thi 
able, ſince are well left, that are 
there is no Fear of Want of Unity, w 
with the one Spirit of Truth; they muſt 
Mind, they can't be otherwiſe. So that to 
this againſt Unity, is to abuſe the very Plea, 

- commit the 3 to very 
trine of Scripture, viz. ſhould. be guided 
the Grace $2] Spirit of God in themſelves 3 for — 
End of that Doctrine is, Certainty, 747 
know me, faith the Lord, te Lake — 
And I will give them one Heart, and one Way, 

| they may fear me for ever, or the Good of them, and of 
their Children after them, Jer. xxxii. 39. And 1 
825 them one Heart, and I will put a new Spirit uiib- 

and I will take the tony Heart out of | their 


4055 end will give them an Heart of Peſo, Exek. xi. 1 22 
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ſons of former 
not been with their own Station in the 


their alloted Station, through Heighth 


Church of - Chriſt. 
in all, it ought to be obeyed 


well as in one's Self ; and this I affirm to you, that 
the ſame lowly Frame of Mind that receives and 


the quickening Spirit through another, are 


. 


— 
made an Eye, becauſe am not that W an Hand, 


becauſe I am not that Member myſelf, nor a P 
to the Action, or Performance of that Member, 
reſiſt che Lord, though under Pretence of | 
Man for the Lord's Sake. And truly, this is the 

Rock that ſome of our own Time, as well as Per- 


have ſplit upon; they have 


Body, they have not kept to their own Gift, nor 
been taken up with the 22 — 


the Church. be that is a Foot would be an Hand, 


and the Hand covers to be an Eye, en 


Heighth of Mind 


and walking looſe from the holy Croſs, there can be 
no ſuch Thing as Wer 2 the 


* 


Furthermore, nce the-Spirit.of the Lon is one 
through another, as 


anſwers the Mind of the Spirit of the Lord in a 


Man's Self, will receive and have Unity with the 
Mind of the ſame Spirit through another, and the Rea- 
| ſon is plain ; Becauſe the ſame Self-evidencing Power 
and Virtue that ariſeth from the Meaſure of the 


Spirit of Truth in one's Self, and that convinceth a 


Man in his own Heart, doth alſo attend the. Diſco- 
very of the Mind of the ſame Spirit, when deliver- 


ed by another; for the Words of the ſecond Adam, 


Spirit and 
Life. as well as in thy own Particular; this is diſcerned 


by the ſpititual Man that judgeth all Things, altho 


e e e 
the carnal Man pleadeth, Being left to his Freedom; 
and it may be talks of being left to the Spirit in 
himſelf too, the better to eſcape the Senſe and 


udgment of the ſpiritual Man. It is my earneſt 
that all that have any Knowledge of 
Lord, would have a tender Care how they uſe that 
Plea againſt their faithful Brethren, that God pur 
into their Mouths againſt the ing Prieſts and 
Hirelings'of the World, y, 1 muſt mind the 
Spirit of God in myſelf; for h it be a great 
Truth that all are to be thereunto left, yet it is as 
true, that he whoſe Soul is left with the Spirit of 
Truth in himſelf, differs not from his Brethren that 
are in the ſame Spirit; and as true it is, that thoſe 
who err from the Spirit of Truth, may plead, being 
left to the Spirit in themſelves, againſt the Motion 
and Command of the Spirit through another when 
it pleaſeth not his or her high Mind and perv 
Will; for a Saying may be true or falſe, — 
to the ſubject Matters it is ſpoken upon, or applied 
to; we own the Aſſertion, we deny the Applica» 
tion: There lies the Snare. *Tis true, the People 
of God ought to be left to the Guidings of the Spi- 
rit of God in themſelves ; but for this to be fo ap- 
| plied, 'as to diſregard the Preachings or Writings of 
Chriſt's enlightened Servants, becauſe by them a 
| plied properly to the Preaching or Writing of falſe 
hets and Seducers, will by no Means follow, 
I fay the Doctrine is true, but not exeluſively of 
all external Counſel or Direction; therefore falſe in 


| Application, where Men are allowed to have had 
» the Fear of God, and the Mind of his Spirit, and 
are not proved to have acted in their own Wills and 


"Wiſdom, or without the Guidance of the Spirit of 
God, about the Things of his Church and Kingdom. 
Queſt. But though this be true, which "bath been 
' alledged for heavenly Concord, yet 2 if — net 
uly ſee that Service in a Tbing 1 erelt of my 
dla pico (Pw) : $40.20 een: 


$i, * 


" mw ws 1 
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A lu Enanitation wid Gate 
nan ny Duty and 


Arſe. 1 God in Silence 
22 1 — 


wilt receive an U 
Brethren about the Thing : 

ty, whilſt thou behaveſt thyſelf i in Metknefs and 

umility, to bear with thee, and carry themſelves 
n. ly towards thee z but if on the 
rbeſt their godly Care 
tice, \ —— contentious, —— 
ment againſt them, they have Pow 
exhort, admoniſh, and reprove — 
perſevereſt cherein, in his Name to ref 


ther Fellowſhip with thee, till thou repenteſt © 


Evil. 

Queſt. But left 1 ould miftake, when thou 
1 5 il Ub — neſs, 2 
ruth, from a 

— . 3 
| eating Cs Conſtiences, but that 
very on Aer reduce fuch —— 


conſcientious ? 
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- they. are not claimed by divine Right, but by theo 
Civil Laws of the Land. I ſee no Evil in marry- 
ing by the Prieſt, for he is but a Witneſs. Fur- 
thermore, I fee no Evil. in deelining a publick Teſti- 
mony in ſuffering Times, or hiding in Times of 
5 2 * r Aa W 
I fee no Evil in ippi | 
— Perſons of Men ; for — aig do, I in- 
tend a ſincere Notice that I take of thoſe I know. 
and have a good Eſteem tor. Laſtly, I ſee no Evil 
in keeping my Shop ſhut upon the World's Holy. 
days, and - Maſs-days, as they call them, 50 
they are rather lewdly and ſuperſtitiouſly than reli 
giouſly kept, for I would not willingly. give-atly 
Offence to my Neighbours. And fince your Teſti- 
mony is againſt, Impoſition, and for leaving, eve 
one to the Meaſure of the Grace which God 
given him, not only, No Man hath Power to) re- 
Prove or page me, but I may be as good a Friend 
. ws any of you, according to my Meaſure. And 
now, here is Meaſure ſet up againſt Meaſure, which 
is Confuſion itſelf— Babel indeed!i This is that very 
Rock both Profeſſors and Prophane would long 
ſince have run us _ namely, that a Way is 
hereby opened to all the World's Libertines, to 
plead the Light within for their Exceſſes: Which 
indeed grieves the Spirit of God, and was ſeverely 
judged by our Friends. in the Beginning, and is 
ſtill reproved by them that keep their Habitation, 
though ſome. are become as wandering Stars through 
their own Pride, and the Prevalency of the Hour of 
Temptation that hath. overtaken them ; 1 whereas 
had they kept in the Channel of Love and Life, in 
the Orb and Order of the - Celeſtial Power, they 
had ſhined as fixed Stars in the Firmament of God 
tor ever. And from the. deep Senſe that I have of 
the work ing of the Enemy of Zion's Peace, to rend 
and divide the Heritage of. God, who under the 
Pretence of erying down Man, Forms Pro- 


iptions, 


9 0's 4 z & 1 . * * * * 2 | * 
us, his . — 


and Government, a Heng 
bath. brought jfbrth by his - own Revelation 
Power, his faithful Witneſſes, . This 1 fare! 
ther teſtify, firſt, ) That the Enemy by theſe K. 
Precoce les ah godly Care and Travail that 
8 pirits of many faithſul Brethren, ' 
2 be preſerved: ſweet, comely, 
virtuous and of good Report in the Church of 
| (God. Secondly, That there never was greater 
Neceſſity of this gadly. Care than at this Day, ſince 
ve were a People, wherein the Croſs by too many 
8 not fo cloſe]y kept to, as in Days paſt, and in 
which there is not only a great Convincement, but 
a young Generation, deſcended of Friends, who 
though they retain-the Form their Education hath 
m into, yet many of them adorn not the 
Goſpel with that ſenſible, weighty, and heavenly 
jr err och as becomes the Children of the unde- 
filed Religion, and the Seed of that precious Faith 
which works by the Love that overcomes the 
World. And the Lord God of Heaven and Earth, 
that hath ſent his Son Chriſt Jeſus a Light into our 
Hearts and Conſcietces, to whoſe Search and Judg- 
ment all ought to, and muſt, hring their Deeds, and 
render up their Account, beareth holy Record, that 
for this End hath he moved upon the Spirits of his 
Servants, and for, this good End only have his Set- | 
vants given forth, recommended, and put in Prac- 1 
tioe thoſe Things that are now in godly Uſe among 
his People, whether in this or other Nations, relat- 
ing to Men and Women's Meetings, and their divers 
and Service. And further; in the Fear 
of the Almighty God, 1 ſhall add, that heavenly | 
Peace and rity dwell with thoſe who are 
- found in a holy: and zealous: Practice of them; 
_ wherefore I warn all, GREENS LIES of a 
flight and obſtinate Mind, and tiut they have a 


NA how they give Way to the Outcry, of ſome, 2 | 
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ds, I fend a3 a 
Token of my true Love, in the Revelation of the 
free Spirit ot our God and Father, who have ever - 
been a Friend to true Liberty, as in the State accord 


ing to Law, fo in the Church according to Scri 
and as it ſtandeth in the Truth of 
them who love it Free indeed, Let us all 


low, 


2 


helping ways 
doubt, 1 an the 
Land 0 Bondage, 
and delivered us Lion, and 
the Paw of the is People from 
this uncircumciſed Covenant with 
rer —.— 
true ſpiritual Li 
3 the | 2 
is croo rpent, may 
| betray the Un- 


lous Whiſpers, and detracting Inſinuations: 
are ſuch as make their Dwelling in the Earth, where 
2 and where he creeps and twiſts, who 
is y, ſenſual, and deviliſh, and ſo is all the 
Wiſdom that comes from him. 


My dear Friends, keep, Lora you, in the Simpli- 


city of the Truth and Croſs of Jeſus, and wait tor your 
daily Bread, and to be daily renewed from the Lord 3 
look to your Increaſe about eternal Riches, and be 
ſure to lay up Treaſure in Heaven, that fadeth not 
away, that your Faith and Hope may have eternal 
Foundations, which the 2 Occurrences of 2 


Jeſus, that makes 


1 


Work, and that 

Word and Doctrine: I plainly fee a Coldnefs and 
a Shortneſs on this hand, and be the | 
will, it is not pleaſing to the Lord: 
Chriſt, his Servants are dear to them, an 


i J 
that fo the Goſpel Miſery und Tefingy may be 
held up with 0 tervent Love and godly Eſteem, 
to the keeping 2 raw and exalted Mind, 
and whatever may ſlight "ht and turn againſt it, left 
God that has icy ifited us with his » Futerly Vi Vi- 
fitations and Day-ſpringing from on Hi 
remove his Bleſs, — amongſt us, 
Candleſtick amidſt another People. 
fore, O Friends! For behold, he is 
that muſt have an Account of your Stewardſhip : 
Be watchful, keep to your firſt Love oF 
that ſo you may endure to the End and 
And having overcome, you may ha 
eat of the Tree of Life, which is in 
the Paradiſe of God, 
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_ rected, in one Vol. Folio, 


| 7 b y in Low Dutch, and alſo tranſlated into 


BOOKS Sold by Many Hmos, Ne 2 
in George · Tard, Lombard Street, Lene 
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ravels, Sufferings, Chriſtian 
of Love, in the Work of the 
of that ancient, eminent, and faithful 2 
Jeſus Chriſt, Fr. The third- oe ceded 
price bound 16s. 1 
The Hiſtory of the Riſe, Increaſe, and Progreſs 
of the Chriſtian People called Yaters, intermixt 
with ſeveral remarkable Occurrences ; written ori- 


by William Sewel, the ſecond Edition 
in one Vol. Folio, price bound 145. 

A Colleftion of the Sufferings of the 
called Quakers, for the Teſtimony of a good Con- 
ſcience, trom the Time of their being firſt diſtinguiſh- 
ed by that Name in the Year 16 50, 6 tho-Timg of 
the Act, commonly called the AR of Toleration, 
granted to Proteſtant Diſſenters, in the firſt Year of 
the Reign of King William the Third, and Queen 
Mary, in the Year 1689, in two Vols. in Folio, 
price bound 265. 

An Apology for the true Chriftian Divinity, be- 

ing an Explanation and Vindication of the 3 
— Doctrines of the People called Quakers, 
bert — the ſeventh Edition in Engliſh, 
bou 
3 Barclays Apology, in Latin, French, 
Daniſh, and Spaniſh, Octavo, price bound, 5s. each. 
A Catechiſm and Confeſſion of Faith, ved 


of and agreed unto by the general Aſſembly of 


the Patriarchs, Prophets and Apoſtles, Chriſt him- 
ſelf chief Speaker in and among them; which con- 
taineth a true and faithful Account of the Principles 
and Doctrines which are moſt ſurely believed by the 
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